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PANGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at Pangbourne Village Hall on Tuesday 10th January 2012, commencing at 7.30 pm.

Present:
Mrs E. White (Chairman), Mr G. Child, Mr J. Higgs, Mrs B. Kerr Muir, Mrs F. Pethica, Mrs H. Leighton-Jones, Mr R. Holden
Apologies:

Mrs J. Power, Ms F. Hope, Dr K. Hawkins
Clerk                

Mrs M. Law

Mrs P. Bale, WBC District Councillor was also present.

Three members of the public were present for part of the meeting.

	
	
	Action

	115.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	116.
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 13th DECEMBER 2011
	

	
	
	

	
	The minutes of the meeting held on 13th December 2011, having earlier been circulated, were agreed as a correct record, subject to the change noted below, and were signed by the Chairman.
101 – para 1 should read “The Council would need to find £9million in savings to achieve this.”

101 – last para should read “Mrs Bale reported that extra money will be received because of the extended period of the gas works at Shooters Hill.”
	

	
	
	

	117.
	MATTERS ARISING ON THESE MINUTES

	

	
	101. The SID will be taken out on to Tidmarsh Road.
103. Ms Hope is continuing with arrangements for the Litter Day on 24th March 2012.
107. The Bowls and Football Clubs have now responded on the final drafts of the leases and licences. The Tennis Club will respond later this week.
	GC


	
	
	

	118.
	PLANNING

	

	
	i. The planning applications reviewed since the last meeting were                                reported to the council (See attached list). Acceptance of these responses was proposed by Mr Higgs, seconded by Mr Holden and unanimously agreed.
ii. None
Mrs White proposed suspension of Standing Orders at 7.45pm to allow members of the public to speak.

Two members of the public expressed concern that a flower bed at Bridge Cottage has been extended and is encroaching on to Ferry Lane. In addition, a ‘No Parking’ sign has been put on the boundary fence and wall at the river end of Ferry Lane. The lane is used to access a gravel slipway into the river. The encroachment of the flower bed makes it impossible for a boat owner to launch his boat and leave his car and trailer in the lane whilst on the river. If he does this, other cars cannot get past due to the reduction in width of the lane.
Mrs Bale has investigated this matter and established that Ferry Lane is a Byway and that the lane and the verges are owned by WBC. She said that WBC would write to the owners of Bridge Cottage and also make sure that there were no parking restrictions allowed on Ferry Lane. She did point out, however, that it may be necessary to impose restrictions during the reconstruction of Whitchurch Bridge.

The two gentlemen were asked to allow a few months for the matter to be legally resolved and were asked to contact the Parish Council and Mrs Bale again if the situation was unchanged.
Mrs Nurick asked about the planning application for land adjacent to 11A Thames Avenue. She said the notice was difficult to see and that all the neighbours had not been informed. Mrs Bale said that only the immediate neighbours received official notification and that several residents of Thames Avenue had been aware of the application and some had come into the Parish Office to look at the plans.

Mrs Nurick also asked about the Queens Jubilee celebrations and said that Thames Avenue was planning a street party. The local Heritage Group was also planning an exhibition at this time. The Queen’s Jubilee celebration is to be discussed in a later item on the agenda.
The session was resumed at 8.00pm and the three members of the public left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	119.
	FINANCE
	

	
	
	

	
	i            Accounts reconciliation for period ending 31st December 2011 was accepted. This was proposed by Mr Higgs, seconded by Mr Holden and agreed by all.

iii.          Accounts for Payment

             Resolved - that the list of items appended to the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums, amounting to £20,086.09, to be debited to the accounts of the Parish Council,  proposed by Mrs White, seconded by Mr Child and agreed by all.
	

	
	
	

	120.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Bale reported that an appeal had been lodged against the application decision at 20 Horseshoe Road.
She also said that the WBC consultation on the budget for next year was still in progress and urged members to participate.

Highways – the recent Parking Review comments are being analysed and the areas causing most concern are around the school including Kennedy Drive. Residents’ parking at St. James Close is also being looked at.

Complaints that have been made about parking at the lay-by at Formosa Place, Pangbourne Hill. This lay-by is actually a bus stop and should not be used for parking by anyone including residents.

Questions were asked about the temporary traffic lights at Reading Road which were placed in such a position that the zebra crossing could not be used. Mrs Bale was asked as to how long the lights would be needed.

It should be noted that these lights were actually removed the day after the meeting.

Oak Processionary Moth – Mrs Bale reported that she and Alok Sharma were going to the House of Commons next week to discuss this matter with the relevant departments.
It was suggested that the first meeting of the year for the River Meadow Task Group would be arranged for the first week in March.

Mrs Bale reported that Sovereign Housing has satisfactorily relocated nearly all of the residents of Pages Gardens and that only one couple would be left in the property. Sovereign Housing has installed round the clock security in the building in order to reassure the remaining couple and prevent vandalism.

Mrs Bale reported that there have been complaints about dog-fouling in the Thames Avenue area again. Another standard letter will be sent to all homes and the Neighbourhood Wardens will be asked to consider a campaign in the area.
	

	
	
	

	121.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE MATTERS FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White reported that the Whitchurch Bridge Company has decided to delay the reconstruction of the bridge until October 2013.

Mrs White said that she has received an e-mail from Mr Sandham saying that the Youth Football Club was afraid to use the Recreation Ground due to the possibility of horses escaping from Colonial Farm.
The owner of the horses has informed the Parish Council that he has now repaired all the gaps in the fence, but there is still a danger of people lifting the gate off its hinges. Mrs White has suggested a meeting with Mr De Jongh to try and see if anything more can be done. It was also suggested that Mr Sandham should meet with him to discuss his issues directly.
	

	
	
	

	122.
	TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
	

	
	
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	123.
	TO DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2012/2013
	

	
	
	

	
	Committee, General and Admin budgets and a draft budget for 2010/2011 were circulated prior to the meeting. 

The Parish Council has been asked to support a Berkshire wide scheme to enable superfast broadband to be installed in as much of West Berkshire as possible. This would require a contribution from the Parish Council amounting to over £15K over three years. After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would support this scheme, but felt that it should not precept any amount for it in 2012/2013 as time was needed to speak to local businesses and assess local opinions.

The Finance & Compliance Committee had thoroughly scrutinised the budgets and after discussion it was agreed that the precept should be increased by 2% for 2012/2013.

Resolved: - that the precept amount for 2012/2013 be set at £81,000. This was proposed by Mrs White, seconded by Mr Holden and unanimously agreed.

The clerk will inform West Berkshire Council of this decision.
	ML

	
	
	

	124.
	TO DISCUSS PEDESTRIAN RPOPOSALS RECEIVED FROM WHITCHURCH BRIDGE (PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED) AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Whitchurch Bridge Company has produced four proposals to improve pedestrian safety in the area around Whitchurch Bridge. In addition, a fifth proposal has been received from Paul Goddard WBC. It was agreed that these would be looked at by the Highways group at a meeting in the first week of February. Mrs White will send the Whitchurch Bridge proposals to Paul Goddard.
Whitchurch-on-Thames Parish Council are also looking at these proposals.
	EW

	
	
	

	125.
	TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ANY PLANS TO CELEBRATE THE QUEEN’S JUBILEE AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr Holden reported that a small committee was being set up to co-ordinate events throughout the village and will be contacting all the businesses.
Mrs White has talked to Angela Cullinan – Fete organiser – and the fete committee is having their first meeting this evening.

The idea is to come up with a schedule of all the events taking place including street parties. The Parish council will discuss at a later date whether is may be possible to give a commemorative token to children in the village.

Mr Holden will keep member informed on progress.
	RH

	
	
	

	126.
	REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

	 

	
	Village Hall
Some work has already been carried out on the car park at the back of the hall. This will be completed week commencing 23rd January.

Alan Cunningham plans to commence work on the refurbishment of the toilets on 16th January.

The boilers will now be replaced during half-term week - that is week commencing 13th February.

Emergency Group
Mrs Leighton-Jones and Mr Holden are continuing to work on the Emergency Plan.

Village Plan
A meeting will take place the first week in February to discuss final design of the document.
	HLJ/RH

FH/HLJ/EW

	
	
	

	127.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	
	

	
	1. Whitchurch Bridge Company press release
2. Superfast Broadband e-mails and letters

3. Litter day article

4. BALC –nominations for Queen’s Garden Party (it was decided to nominate June Hughes)

5. Neighbourhood Warden staff update

6. BBOWT – grant for environmental work

7. Holocaust Memorial Event – 30th January to 4th February

8. Ferry Lane e-mails

9. Neighbourhood Warden Report – November

10. Information about Formosa Place lay-by

11. CCB Bulletin – Winter Issue

12. Upstream

13. Letter 9copy) of letter from John Southey to Alok Sharma MP re-pedestrians at Whitchurch Bridge

14. Letters from West Berkshire CAB and Reading CAB

15. Letter from MS Therapy Centre

16. Post Office re-location

17. Thames Valley Police – delivering Neighbourhood Policing
	ML


	
	
	

	128.
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Leighton-Jones has attended a meeting of AWE Liaison Group.
The Digital Switch over will take place in Pangbourne on 8th February. This has been widely advertised in the village.
	

	
	
	

	129.
	CLOSURE
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
	


___________________________Chairman


___________________Date
            1
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