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PANGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at Pangbourne Village Hall on Tuesday 12th April 2011, commencing at 7.30 pm.

Present:
Mrs E.White (Chairman), Mr G. Child, Ms J. Hughes, Mrs F.Pethica, Mr J.Higgs, Dr K. Hawkins, Mrs H. Leighton-Jones, Mr R. Holden, Ms F. Hope 
Apologies:

Mrs A. Foot
Mrs Pamela Bale, District Councillor, was also present. In addition 3 members of the public were present for part of the meeting.
Prior to the meeting Ethan Coffey, a year 6 pupil at Pangbourne Primary school gave a short presentation to the Parish Council on the type of activities he would like to see for slightly older children in the village. He also expressed his concern at the amount of litter left around the area.
Mrs White thanked him for his talk and said how pleased the Parish Council was that he had come along to address them.

	
	
	Action

	694.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO AGENDA ITEMS

None
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	695.
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 8th MARCH 2011
	

	
	
	

	
	The minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2011, having earlier been circulated, were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	696.
	MATTERS ARISING ON THESE MINUTES

	

	
	681. The disabled exit at the back of the village hall has now been completed.

The independent playground inspection has been carried out.

684. Ms Hughes and Mrs White attended the Planning Inquiry on the appeals into the planning applications for 14-16 Reading Road on 16th , 17th & 18th March. 

It is not confirmed whether or not the light on Tidmarsh Road has been completed. The Parish Council will check.
Ethan Coffey attended this meeting and spoke to the Parish Council.
Mr Holden is still to meet with Mr Maynard and Mrs Lacey to discuss the Emergency Plan,
Mrs White thanked Ms Hope for all her work on Litter Day.

The session was suspended at 7.55pm to allow a member of the public to address the council.

Mr Dutson asked if it would be possible to clean up the notice board at the car park. Mrs White did say that several people do try and remove old and inappropriate notices but it gets filled up very quickly and urged all members and villagers to police all the open notice boards as much as possible. 
Mr Dutson also pointed out that there had been fly-tipping on Bere Court Road. He was told that the wardens had already noticed this and had reported it to Streetcare.

Mr Dutson thanked the Parish Council for holding an open forum at each meeting but said he was disappointed to see that no-one had actually taken advantage of this since last September. He also asked that minutes and agendas be put on the web site as soon as available.

The session resumed at 8.05pm. Mrs White thanked Mr Dutson for taking the time to attend the meeting.
	RH


	
	
	

	697.
	PLANNING

	

	
	i. The planning applications reviewed since the last meeting were                                reported to the council (See attached list). Acceptance of these responses was proposed by Mr Child, seconded by Mrs Leighton-Jones and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	698.
	FINANCE
	

	
	
	

	
	i            Accounts reconciliation for period ending 31st March 2011 was accepted. This was proposed by Mr Holden, seconded by Dr Hawkins and agreed by all.
	

	
	ii           Accounts for Payment

             Resolved - that the list of items appended to the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums, amounting to £7,562,26, to be debited to the accounts of the Parish Council,  proposed by Mrs White, seconded by Mr. Child and agreed by all.
iii           At the last meeting members were asked to come up with suggestions for a donation in lieu of a royal wedding present. It was agreed that members would look at the list of charities nominated by the couple and a choice would be made from this list. Mrs White proposed that an amount of £50 be donated to whatever charity was decided upon. Ms Hope seconded the proposal and this was agreed by all.
	

	
	
	

	699.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
	

	
	
	

	
	Planning – Mrs Bale explained that the retention of the hedge at Avenham, bere Court Road was a condition of the planning application but the hedge had been removed prior to the beginning of the actual development. Under permitted development rights they can erect a wall 2metres high. However, it has been established that the gates with filials are actually over two metres in height and the case officer is investigating the position.

Mrs Bale reported that Eastern Area Planning Committee had approved the development of 30, over-55, one and two bed roomed dwellings at Trafalgar Court in Theale.

Highways – the WBC plan for the current year includes resurfacing of Tidmarsh Road from Flowers Hill to the High Street, A329 from Horseshoe Road to Sulham Lane, Cedar Drive (which will probably be done in June) and Thames Avenue.

WBC has also received an extra £900,000 from Central Government for repair of roads following the severe winter weather conditions.
The further replacement of lights on Tidmarsh Road will need to be discussed with the Parish Council.

A meeting has taken place with affected residents about the Oak Processionary Moth. Leaflets are currently being prepared which will be circulated throughout the village. Neighbouring parishes will also be contacted about the threat from these larvae.

River Meadow – The previous Friday night had seen repeated gatherings of youths in the area around the River Meadow. There is a concerted effort by police, wardens and Adventure Dolphin to ensure regular patrols of the area to try to prevent serious trouble. The wardens have been talking to groups of young people and have identified some known individuals. The police has reported that two youths were detained in the area on Saturday afternoon.

Mr Geoff Weir of the Whitchurch Bridge Company has confirmed that he will be painting the struts of the bridge with anti-climb paint. In addition, Kevin Dennis at Adventure Dolphin has started bringing in people early and providing then with litter pickers to clear the meadow before activities start. Wardens will also take black bags with them when they visit the meadow. There have also been reports of youths playing football on the bowling green. 

Residents are urged to report all incidents on the non-emergency police number – 08458 505 505 – or the emergency number 999 if a crime is actually taking place.

Litter left by these youths and others using the meadow is a real problem. There is a loyal band of people who pick up litter every day and these people were thanked for all their efforts. 

Following the Litter Day, Ms Hope has produced a document giving details of the day and also offering some suggestions to tackle the general problem of litter (see attached). Ms Hope said that people were keen to participate but that it was difficult to ascertain how best to tackle the issue. It was also suggested that the Parish Council liaise with other parish councils in West Berkshire. Ms Hope offered to assist with any liaison of this type.
Mrs Bale said that there was another meeting of the Task Group on 11th May and the group was receiving support from Network Rail and First Great Western who were surprised at the numbers illegally using the trains.
	FH



	
	
	

	700.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE MATTERS FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White reported that residents were still complaining about cars setting off the Vehicle Activated Signs on Tidmarsh Road. The police are continuing to carry out covert checks on speeding vehicles in the area.
There are repeated reports of fly-tipping at the end of Bourne Road on the Pangbourne/Purley border. The Parish Council now have forms to get a gating order and a meeting will be set up with Pangbourne, Purley and Sovereign Housing to discuss progressing this matter.

Parish Council elections are scheduled for 5th May along with the referendum on Alternative Vote. WBC has received ten nominations for the Parish Council. This means that there will not be an election and all ten nominees will be deemed to be elected. Sadly, Mrs Foot has decided not to stand again for the Parish Council. Mrs White asked that a vote of thanks be recorded to Mrs Foot for all her work, especially as a link with the local businesses and with the investigation into introduction of mooring charges at the meadow.

All other nine members have been nominated and Mrs Joanna Power has also been nominated.
	 

	
	
	

	701.
	TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Leighton-Jones said that she would complete the Flood Plan.
Mrs Leighton-Jones attended a meeting of Adventure Dolphin management committee where future changes to the delivery of programmes were discussed.

Ms Hughes has received a complaint about children being brought to the allotments and causing disturbance and noise. However, other users of the allotments appeared to welcome the presence of children and felt they should be encouraged to participate in growing vegetables etc.
Ms Hope asked that the Parish Council write to PAWS (Pangbourne & Whitchurch Sustainability Group) to congratulate them on their Climate Week activities.

Dr Hawkins has attended a BALC seminar on Localism and Planning. He has copies of the slides and will circulate them to all.

Mr Holden reported that the gates at the playground have been inspected during the independent inspection and found to be fit for purpose.
	HLJ
EW

KH

	
	
	

	702.
	TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON NEGOTIATION WITH MOORING CHARGE COMPANY AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	A meeting has taken place with Adaptis, the company involved in the introduction of mooring charges. A proposal from them is being prepared and should be with the Parish Council shortly. All development and set-up costs in Adaptis moving into this new charging arena will be covered by them with the Parish Council simply paying individual transaction charges.
	

	
	
	

	703.
	TO REVIEW APPOINTMENT OF RIVER WARDEN AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO CARRY THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that Mrs White, Mr Child and Mr Holden will meet with three candidates as soon as possible and make a recommendation on the appointment.
	EW/GC/RH


	
	
	

	704.
	TO APPROVE SETTLEMENT FROM SOUTHERN GAS NETWORKS FOR GAS EASEMENT NECESSARY FOR RE-ROUTING OF GAS PRIOR TO RECONSTRUCTION OF WHITCHURCH BRIDGE
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr John Read (Carter Jonas) has been acting on behalf of the Parish Council concerning an easement to re-route Southern Gas networks gas pipes prior to the reconstruction of Whitchurch Bridge.  Mrs White proposed that the settlement amount be agreed. This was seconded by Mr Child and unanimously agreed.
The clerk will inform Mr. Read of this decision so that necessary legal work to complete the agreement can be commenced. All legal fees and those of Mr Read are being paid by Southern Gas Networks.
	ML

	
	
	

	705.
	TO DISCUSS ANNUAL APRISH MEETING AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that the Village Hall Committee will organise refreshments for the evening. Mrs White has invited organisations to produce reports which would be available on the evening along with Parish Council committee reports. It was agreed that there would be short talks from Community Responders, Neighbourhood Wardens and Adventure Dolphin. It is hoped to make the rest of the evening as interactive and informal as possible.
	

	
	
	

	706.
	REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

	 

	
	Grounds – Mr Child reported that all allotment rents have been paid. Goodlife Gardens has started looking after the cemetery and so far it is looking very good.
Mrs White reported that work had almost finished at the new kissing gate entrance to the River Meadow. Initially the gate has not been correctly installed but this will be remedied tomorrow.

The Village Plan has been submitted to WBC and comments are awaited from them.
	

	
	
	

	707.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	
	

	
	1. Details of Parish/Town council Elections 2011
2. Neighbourhood Wardens weekly report

3. Letter of thanks from West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau

4. Letter of thanks from Pang, Kennet and Lambourn Valleys Countryside Project
5. West Berkshire Local Transport Plan Newsletter

6. Neighbourhood wardens reports for February and March

7. Annual General Meeting of West Berkshire Heritage Forum – 13th April at 7.30pm at Shaw House

8. CCB Annual Conference – Leadership in Localism – Make Localism Work for You – 7th July at The Palmer Building, University of Reading

9. Minutes of the Annual River Thames Alliance Mooring Group Meeting

10. Community Digital – Issue 11

11. West Berkshire Community Planning Project – Highlights of 2010-11

12. Upstream Spring 2011 – the newsletter of the Pang, Kennet and Lambourn Valleys Community Projects
	

	
	
	

	708.
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Leighton-Jones reminded everyone of the Pangbourne Volunteer Centre Coffee Morning at 10.30am on Thursday 14th April.
The planning application for IKEA at Calcot includes a proposal to re-route the Nunhide Lane cycle track. This was brought to the attention of members who might wish to comment on this.
	

	
	
	

	709.
	CLOSURE
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.50pm.
	


___________________Chairman


___________________Date

            5
File: PPC 12th Apr 2011.doc


