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PANGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at Pangbourne Village Hall on Tuesday 13th December 2011, commencing at 7.30 pm.

Present:
Mrs E. White (Chairman), Mr G. Child, Mr J. Higgs, Mrs B. Kerr Muir, Mrs F. Pethica, Dr K. Hawkins, Mrs J. Power, Ms F. Hope from 8.10pm
Apologies:

Mrs H. Leighton-Jones, Mr R. Holden
Clerk                

Mrs M. Law

Mrs P. Bale, WBC District Councillor was also present.

	
	
	Action

	96.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO AGENDA ITEMS

Mr Higgs is a member of Pangbourne Bowling Club.
Mrs White, Mrs Pethica and Mr Child are members of Pangbourne Twinning Association.
	

	
	
	

	97.
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 8th NOVEMBER 2011
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White thanked Mr Higgs for chairing this meeting in the absence of both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2011, having earlier been circulated, were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	98.
	MATTERS ARISING ON THESE MINUTES

	

	
	81. The clerk has written to Thames Water concerning foliage restricting the supply of light from street lights.

Mr Higgs and Mrs Leighton-Jones attended a meeting about the Oak Processionary Moth in the Village Hall.

Mrs White and Mr Holden have had a meeting with Paul Belcher concerning the feasibility of a skate park in the village.
86. The light at the back of the Village Hall will be raised at the next Village Hall committee meeting.

87. Mrs White thanked Ms Hope for her comments on the Rail Accessibility
Report consultation. These have been submitted to WBC by the clerk.
89. The agreed Parish Council response to the Parking Review consultation was submitted to WBC by the clerk.

90. Mrs White thanked Mrs Pethica, Mrs Leighton-Jones and Ms Hope for all the arrangements for the Chairman’s Reception.
	

	
	
	

	99.
	PLANNING

	

	
	i. The planning applications reviewed since the last meeting were                                reported to the council (See attached list). Acceptance of these responses was proposed by Mr Child, seconded by Mrs Kerr Muir and unanimously agreed.
ii. None
iii. Mrs White proposed and Mr Higgs seconded the proposal that the Parish Council respond to the WBC Core Strategy Consultation by stating that they found the document to be sound and supported the council in its methodology for selection sites. This was unanimously agreed and the comments will be submitted to WBC by the clerk.

iv. A request has been made by Mr Paul Bethell to use the track at the rear of Thames Avenue for access by construction vehicles during the development of two houses adjacent to 11A Thames Avenue, if planning permission is granted. The Parish Council discussed the matter, but in light of the construction compound for Whitchurch Bridge to be situated on the River Meadow, it was felt that no decision could be made until a Construction Management Plan was received from the bridge company.
	ML

	
	
	

	100.
	FINANCE
	

	
	
	

	
	i            Resolved – Mrs Kerr Muir proposed that a donation of £100 be made to the Pangbourne Twinning Association from S137 funds. This was seconded by Mrs Power and unanimously agreed.
Ii           Accounts reconciliation for period ending 30th November 2011 was accepted. This was proposed by Mrs Pethica, seconded by Dr Hawkins and agreed by all.

iii.          Accounts for Payment

             Resolved - that the list of items appended to the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums, amounting to £15,065.49, to be debited to the accounts of the Parish Council,  proposed by Mr Child, seconded by Mrs Pethica and agreed by all.
	

	
	
	

	101.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Bale explained that in setting its budget, West Berkshire Council would receive a grant of 2.5% if it did not increase the Council Tax. The council would need to find £9 million of savings in order to achieve this. Last year, savings were made in the back office, however, this year the council is having to look very closely at all their services, especially non-statutory ones. Mrs Bale said that the major item on the budget is Adult Care and to maintain these services, some other things will have to be cut eg. the removal of travel tokens to all including vulnerable people. She added that there would be around forty redundancies but at the same time the council was trying to use unemployed people where possible when opportunities arose.

Mrs Bale reported that she and Mr Higgs had attended the SODC Planning Committee meeting when the application for the reconstruction of Whitchurch Bridge was approved. However, it has to be referred to the Secretary of State as English Heritage are still against the demolition and reconstruction and feel the bridge can be repaired.

The applications also went before WBC Eastern Area Planning Committee at which Mrs White spoke on behalf of the Parish Council. The applications were approved and the new bridge will be built to be able to take 40 tons but it is planned to retain the current 7.5 ton weight restriction.

It was agreed to have a look at re-routing the footpath to improve pedestrian safety on the Pangbourne side.
It will also be necessary to look in detail at the Construction Management Plan when is it produced and in order for the Traffic Management Plan to be developed, it will be necessary to carry out a more detailed Origination and Destination traffic survey. The plan will have to be agreed by Oxfordshire County Council, South Oxford District Council, West Berkshire Council, Reading Borough Council and the four affected Parish Councils – Whitchurch, Pangbourne, Goring & Streatley.

The responses given by NatWest to the objections to the closure of the Pangbourne branch were considered to be very poor. 
Oak Processionary Moth – Both the Forestry Commission and WBC were pleased with the reaction of Pangbourne residents to this problem. All the trees affected will have to be treated again next year and it is hoped to get extra resource at the Forestry Commission to enable the area to be monitored to be extended to three kilometres.

Mrs Bale and Mrs White attended a meeting with Alan Braisher WBC to discuss the new street lights planned on Tidmarsh Road. It was proposed that a fifth light is installed between Breedons Hill and Courtlands. Alan Braisher will write to Thames Water to ensure that the foliage is cut back on their land.
Parking Review – the recent parking review was as a result of issues raised by residents in different areas in the village. It was recognised that the biggest issue was around the school.

Speeding – following more reports of speeding on Pangbourne Hill, it was agreed that Mr Child and Mr Higgs would use the Speed Indicator Display in this area.
The issue of parking at Formosa Place has also been raised. Mrs Bale pointed out that this was actually a bus stop and will raise the matter with WBC officers.

It has been announced that lifts are to be installed at Theale Station. Lifts at local stations was amongst the initiatives pressed for by Eastern Area Vision Task Group.

Mrs Bale reported that extra money had been received because of the extended period of the gas works at Shooters Hill.
Mrs Bale left the meeting at this point.
	GC/JH



	
	
	

	102.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE MATTERS FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White said that she had been told that the Remembrance Day event had gone off very well and would send her thanks to Pangbourne College for their contribution to this.

In her absence, Mr Higgs had attended a meeting of Eastern Area Vision and also the Neighbourhood Action Group.
Mrs White attended an Adventure Dolphin Charity Management meeting. Despite the changes to WBC Youth Services, the centre continues to operate as it has done over the years and will continue to be managed by WBC- there is not truth in any other rumours!. The charity has some money left over from the reconstruction project and is investigating the possibility of purchasing CCTV cameras for the centre.

Mrs White thanked all the councillors for their help and co-operation in organising the Chairman’s reception.

Mrs White and Mr Holden have had a meeting with Paul Belcher to discuss the possibility of a skate park in the village. It was a very sensible meeting and the problem of finding a suitable site was discussed. It was agreed that Chiltern Walk was not a suitable area and the Parish Council advised against raising any funds until a site was identified and permission obtained.

Mrs White said that it was hoped to carry out the improvements to the street lights on Tidmarsh Road before the end of the financial year.
	EW

	
	
	

	103.
	TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
	

	
	
	

	
	Ms Hope proposed holding the annual Litter Day in late March and a date of 24th March was agreed.
Ms Hope will inform WBC of the arrangements.

Mrs Power reported that the water at the allotments has been switched off for the winter months.
	FH

	
	
	

	104.
	TO APPROVE AWARD OF CONTRACTS TO COMMENCE REFURBISHMENT OF VILLAGE HALL AND CAR PARK
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White reported that £40,000 of funding has been obtained from SEEDA, Greenham Common Trust and WBC Village Plan Grant.
Details of all quotes received for each of the five items – toilets, car park, kitchen, boilers and doors were discussed. More details are still awaited on the kitchen and doors.

Mrs White proposed that the following quotes were accepted:

Car Park area                Hazell & Jeffries                            £13,570

Boilers                           Henley Heating & Plumbing           £5,174

Toilets                            Alan Cunningham Builders           £6,277

This was seconded by Mrs Kerr Muir and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	105.
	TO DISCUSS DEVELOPMENT OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHITCHURCH BRIDGE COMPANY AND THE PARISH COUNCIL DURING AND AFTER CONSTRUCTIONOF NEW BRIDGE AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr Weir of the Whitchurch Bridge Company has had a meeting with the National Trust. The Parish Council is still waiting for details from the National Trust on the subject of covenants.

Mr Higgs proposed that Standing Orders be suspended in order to discuss this agenda item in Part 2. This was seconded by Mr Child and unanimously agreed.

Mrs White proposed that Standing Orders be resumed. This was seconded by Mr Higgs and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	106.
	TO DISCUSS  ISSUES WITH HORSES ESCAPING FORM COLONIAL AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White reported that the horses kept at Colonial Farms had escaped again on 3rd December. This time, Pangbourne Youth Football team were playing a game and as the horses went onto the Recreation Ground, there was great consternation from the children and their parents and carers. Fortunately, no injuries were received but the team has to consider their options and whether they can continue to play at this location. Mr S. de Jongh, the owner of the horses, was unaware that the horses had got out and claims that there is an element of vandalism with youths congregating in the area and breaking down the fence They have also removed the gate at different times.
Mrs White has suggested that a fence be erected between the kissing gate and the Bowls Club to prevent the horses getting on to the ground. However, the cost of this would be £1,300 for materials and £1,400 for labour. After discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would write to Mr de Jongh again and ask him to attend the next meeting of the Grounds Committee. It was also agreed that investigations would take place as to what action the Parish Council can take against the owner of the horses.
	ML

	
	
	

	107.
	TO APPROVE SIGNATURE OF LEASES AND LICENCES WITH FOOTBALL CLUB, BOWLS CLUB AND TENNIS CLUB.
	

	
	
	

	
	All of these documents were circulated prior to the meeting. 
Mrs White reported that these have been sent to the various clubs and we are awaiting their final approval. Ms Hope will pass her comments to Mrs White. Subject to Parish Council approval they will be sent to the solicitor in Pangbourne to prepare for signature.
	FH

	
	
	

	108.
	TO ADOPT MODEL STANDING ORDERS PART 1 AND TO ADOTP AMENDED STANDING ORDERS – PART 2
	

	
	
	

	
	These documents were circulated prior to the meeting.

Mrs Pethica proposed that these documents be adopted. This was seconded by Dr Hawkins and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	109.
	TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ANY PLANS FOR THE QUEEN’S JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER PROWARD.
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr Holden has attended a meeting about celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee in 2012 and will report at the next meeting. Mrs White has spoken to Mr Paul Samson who will approach local businesses about the matter. In addition, Mrs White will make contact with Angela Cullinan who organises the fete and Mrs Power will follow up with Rev. Parbury and liaise with Mr Holden.
	EW

JP

	
	
	

	110.
	TO DISCUSS VACANCY CAUSED BY THE RESIGNATION OF MS. HUGHES AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that a casual vacancy would be advertised in the new year. Mrs White pointed out that the council had lost someone who had grown up in the village and had a lot of local knowledge of people and places. It would be good if someone else with this type of knowledge would be willing to serve the village.
	

	
	
	

	111.
	REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

	 

	
	A report from the Chairman of the Grounds Committee is attached.
	

	
	
	

	112.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	
	

	
	1. WBC – Weekly Lists to be sent electronically
2. Register of Electors – December 2011

3. The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons – The Guide to Taking Part

4. WBC Licensing Act 2003 Newsletter

5. WBC Rubbish & Recycling Collection Dates – Christmas and New Year 2011/2012

6. West Council Strategy 2012 -16 – comments invited

7. CPRE – Localism Act

8. West Berkshire Neighbourhood Wardens – Monthly report

9. Acknowledgement of Station Audit Consultation comments

10. Details of opening hours – Padworth Household Waste Recycling Centre

11. Proposed West Berkshire Admission Arrangements 2013/14 for Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools

12. Announcement of improvements at Theale Station
13. West Berkshire Council – Timetable of meetings 2012/13

14. WBC – Berkshire Broadband Improvement Programme
	

	
	
	

	113.
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White said that she has received a copy of A Plain English Guide to the Localism Act and will leave it in the office
	

	
	
	

	114.
	CLOSURE
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.20 pm.
	


______________________________Chairman


___________________Date
            5
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