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PANGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at Pangbourne Village Hall on Tuesday 21st June 2011, commencing at 7.30 pm.

Present:
Mr G. Child (Chairman), Mrs F.Pethica, Mr J.Higgs, Dr K. Hawkins, Mrs H. Leighton-Jones, 
Apologies:

Mrs E. White, Ms F. Hope, Mrs J. Power, Mr R. Holden, Ms J. Hughes
Mrs Pamela Bale, District Councillor, was also present at the meeting.
	
	
	Action

	23.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO AGENDA ITEMS

A dispensation has been received from West Berkshire Council to enable the Parish Council to comment on applications relating to the demolition and reconstruction of Whitchurch Bridge. The dispensation is in force for four years.
	

	
	
	

	24.
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 10th MAY 2011
	

	
	
	

	
	The minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2011, having earlier been circulated, were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	25.
	MATTERS ARISING ON THESE MINUTES

	

	
	8. Mr Holden is still to meet with Mr Maynard and Mrs Lacey to discuss the Emergency Plan, Mrs Leighton-Jones will also attend this meeting.

Southern Gas Networks and Scottish & Southern Energy have been in contact with the Parish Council and both organisations have been informed that no work can commence until all legal documents are in place.
All other matters will be dealt with in later agenda items.
	RH/HLJ


	
	
	

	26.
	PLANNING

	

	
	i. The planning applications reviewed since the last meeting were                                reported to the council (See attached list). Acceptance of these responses was proposed by Mr Higgs, seconded by Dr Hawkins and unanimously agreed.
Responses to the applications concerning the reconstruction of Whitchurch Bridge will be discussed in a later agenda item.
	

	
	
	

	27.
	FINANCE
	

	
	
	

	
	i            Accounts reconciliation for period ending 31st May 2011 was accepted. This was proposed by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Mrs Pethica and agreed by all.
ii.          Accounts for Payment

             Resolved - that the list of items appended to the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums, amounting to £19,090.86, to be debited to the accounts of the Parish Council,  proposed by Mr Child, seconded by Mrs Leighton-Jones and agreed by all.
iii.         It was reported that the annual accounts for 2010/2011 had been closely scrutinised line by line by the Finance and Compliance committee and had been found to be sound.

             Resolved - that the Annual Accounts for 2010/2011 be approved prior to submission to the External Auditor. This was proposed by Mr Child and seconded by Dr Hawkins and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	28.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
	

	
	
	

	
	Planning – Mrs Bales reported that the WBC enforcement officers would be following up on situation at Avenham to ensure they comply with the latest planning application refusal as parts of the gates are too high. It was pointed out that some of the beech hedge that had been planted had, in fact, died. Mrs Bale assured the council that WBC would require replanting at a suitable time of the year.

The refusal of the application to build a new shed for chickens will go to appeal with written responses to be received by the Planning Inspectorate by 5th July.

Highways – Mrs Bale reported that there had been several complaints of Purley Way being blocked by contractor’s materials. It transpired that this was being used by the contractors carrying out the work on Tidmarsh Road and they have been told they must not do this.
A meeting with the Parish Council and Andrew Garratt has taken place to discuss several areas in the village. Speeding issues on Pangbourne Hill were discussed and he was asked to carry out speed checks around Stokes View. The 40mph speed limit between Tidmarsh and Pangbourne appears to be having an effect according to surveys conducted.

Mr Garratt is looking at improving pavements at Whitchurch Road and other road layout possibilities to try and improve safety at the railway bridge.

More yellow lines are to put on some corners at Bourne Road to increase safety.

Street Lighting on Tidmarsh Road – Mrs Bale reported that if these lights were to be replaced by WBC they would have to comply with regulations and these lights would change the rural character of the area. The other option to improve this lighting is for the Parish Council to replace the current three lights under their control with three new lights with better lighting of the area. This would cost about £1,500 each and this will need to be considered when more S106 money becomes available.

Mrs Bale and the Parish Council attended a meeting with First Great Western (FGW) and WBC to discuss Transport Policy. The subject of extending the car park at the station was discussed and FGW said their intention was to tarmac at the far end providing more parking spaces. A lift at the station is being seriously considered and FGW will be bidding for money for this purpose.
Mrs Pethica asked if FGW could be asked to provide a receptacle for cigarette butts at the station.

River meadow Task Group – the next meeting of the task group will be held on 29th June. The Parish Council has already started looking at the current bye-laws to establish how they can be strengthened to ensure correct enforcement at the meadow can take place. Whitchurch Parish Council is carrying out a similar exercise. There had been a suggestion that the meadow should be the subject of a Dispersal order. However, this would apply to everyone using the meadow and would not allow people to have picnics etc. and the use of the meadow would be seriously restricted. Trading Standards are looking into complaints that people allowed to purchase alcohol are actually doing so and then handing it over to under-age drinkers. First great Western and British transport Police are also being more active in checking trains and tickets.
Pages Gardens – Mrs Bale reported that Sovereign Housing had held a meeting with the residents on 8th June and informed them that the building was providing substandard facilities and would be closing. They emphasised that all residents would be found alternative accommodation. Each individual will have discussions with Sovereign in an effort to ensure that the alternative accommodation meets with their requirements. Some of the residents are very unhappy with this as they may not be able to stay in Pangbourne.

Mrs Pethica asked what was going to happen to the building once all the residents had moved out, but Mrs Bale said that, at this time, the future of the site was not known. Mrs Pethica expressed her concern that there might be a repeat of the Purley Way situation with the building left derelict for some time and be a target for vandals etc. She asked that reassurances be sought by WBC to ensure that this does not happen.
	

	
	
	

	29.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE MATTERS FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White was unable to attend the meeting but submitted the following report.
Task Group – Mr Weir reported that anti-climb paint has been applied to the abutment adjacent to the River Meadow. Whitchurch Bridge Company will review the Bridge Policy statements to consider options for enforcement of the policies eg. closure of bridge if young people lie in the road, potential liability in case of injury etc.

Superintendent Robin Rickard will ensure that the plans for the new bridge and the proposed construction compound on the meadow are checked by the police during the construction phase.

The Parish Council, in addition to reviewing the bye-laws as already mentioned, will review the signage at all entrances to the meadow to ensure visitors are aware of the restrictions.

Highways – the resurfacing of the A340 to outside The Elephant will be carried out in the school holidays. Thames Avenue is also to be resurfaced this financial year. Mrs White thanked Mr Garratt for finding the funds to improve the pavements on Tidmarsh Road.
Neighbourhood Action Group – Mr Tim Metcalfe has taken over as Chairman of this group which continues to keep the open profiles of Anti-Social Behaviour etc at River Meadow in Pangbourne and Purley and Speeding in the area under discussion.

Thames Path – Mrs White has been in touch with Steve Tabbitt, National Trails, and has learned that work will be carried out at the end of the field after the River Meadow to improve the Thames Path where it becomes flooded and impassable in the winter. This work will be 75% down to National Trails and 25% to WBC who will actually carry out the work.

National Trust – Granville Nicholls of the National Trust and Mrs. White will meet on the meadow to discuss the grass cutting schedule. He was unaware of the proposed planning applications and will now look at them.
Whitchurch Bridge/River Meadow – The ownership of the River Meadow by the Parish Council has now been formally registered along with the small area of track adjacent to Adventure Dolphin. WE have now received the documentation from the Land Registry Office and this will be useful in future with Whitchurch Bridge Company and the utilities.
	 

	
	
	

	30.
	TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Pethica said that the website needs to be updated with regard to Village hall details. Dr Hawkins, Mrs Pethica and Mr Higgs will meet to discuss changes that need to be made to the website.
A parishioner has asked about the possible listing of the station in light of the proposed electrification. It was suggested that a list of important buildings and open spaces in the village should be drawn up.

Mrs Pethica asked about a cycle way to Purley and Mrs Bale informed the council that this has been on the cards for a long time and still being proposed for the future.
	KH/FP/JHi


	
	
	

	31.
	TO DISCUSS AND AGREE RESPONSES TO THE APPLICATIONS REGARDING THE DEMOLITION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF WHITCHURCH BRIDGE AND THE TEMPORARY WORKS COMPOUND ON THE RIVER MEADOW
	

	
	
	

	
	The applications were discussed in detail and it was agreed that whilst the council agreed in principle to the rebuilding of the bridge but objected to the applications in their current form for a variety of reasons.
The responses to the applications are attached.
	

	
	
	

	32.
	TO DISCUSS RECOMMENDATIONS OF FINANCE AND COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE REGARDING DELAY IN IMPLEMENTATION OF MOORING CHARGES
	

	
	
	

	
	The situation regarding implementation of mooring charges was discussed fully at the last Finance & Compliance committee meeting. The system used to collect the charges by mobile phone has produced lots of issues as the system used by the facilitating company, Adaptis, is not compatible with Lloyds TSB, the bank of the Parish Council. In order to get around this, it would entail much greater transaction and set-up charges than were budgeted for. In addition, the costs for correct signage necessary to comply with Environment Agency and other requirements, were significantly higher than first envisaged. If the Whitchurch Bridge application is allowed, and the construction compound is sited on the meadow, then set up of the compound will commence in the first week of August 2012. The area will not be able to be used again after dismantling of the compound and reinstatement of the meadow which will take us through to at least July 2013. 
The Finance & Compliance committee felt that with confirmation of the amount of disturbance to the meadow and the delays occurring in commencing the trial this year, it would be advisable to delay this implementation.

Dr Hawkins proposed that the implementation of mooring charges be delayed until work at Whitchurch Bridge has been completed and the meadow reinstated. This was seconded by Mr Higgs and carried with one vote against.
	

	
	
	

	33.
	TO CO-OPT A NEW CCOUNCILLOR
	

	
	
	

	
	At the recent Local Government elections ten people stood as Parish Councillors and were deemed to be elected. This meant that there was one vacancy on the Parish Council and this vacancy was advertised. Two candidates came forward, but one has subsequently withdrawn. The remaining candidate, Brenda Kerr Muir, submitted her details to the council.
Dr Hawkins proposed that Mrs Kerr Muir be cop-opted on to the council. This was seconded by Mrs Pethica and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	34.
	REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

	 

	
	Village Plan – The comments received from WBC have been considered and Mrs. Tina Shorter is currently looking at the design of the final document. Mrs Bale pointed out that the document should be submitted for final approval from WBC before finalisation of the document.
Fete – Mrs Leighton-Jones and Ms Hope manned a Parish Council stall at the fete. Mrs Leighton-Jones said that she felt it was important to have a presence there but would probably do things slightly differently next year.

Mrs Leighton-Jones has submitted her details to AWE in order to secure her security vetting and attend future meetings as the Parish Council representative on the AWE Liaison Committee.
	

	
	
	

	35.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	
	

	
	1. Community Digital – Summer 2011 Issue
2. AWE Fire Investigation Key Findings

3. AWE acts on recommendations of fire investigation

4. Neighbourhood Wardens Report April 2011

5. WBC Developer Contributions Document

6. Registration Form for CCB Briefing on Localism for Town & Parish Councils

7. WBC Local Development Framework, core strategy Examination – Resumed hearing Programme

8. Switchover News from Digital UK

9. WBC Standards Committee Annual Report

10. Tilehurst Learning Campus Leisure Options

11. Eastern Area Vision – Implementing the Kennet & Pang Vision

12. WBC Highway Improvement Programme 2011/2012

13. Newsletter from 1st Purley & Pangbourne Scout Group

14. Notice of Service temporary Closure of Waltham St. Lawrence Post Office

15. Rural Housing Week – 11th to 17th July. WBC Roundtable meeting on 14th July at 2.30pm in Newbury.
	

	
	
	

	36.
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY
	

	
	
	

	
	Dr Hawkins reported that he has joined the Patient Participation Group at the Boathouse Surgery.
	

	
	
	

	37.
	CLOSURE
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.10 pm.
	


______Chairman


___________________Date

            4
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