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PANGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at Pangbourne Village Hall on Tuesday 8th March 2011, commencing at 7.30 pm.

Present:
Mrs E.White (Chairman)Mr G. Child , Ms J. Hughes, Mrs A. Foot, Mr J.Higgs, Dr K. Hawkins, Mrs H. Leighton-Jones, Mr R. Holden (from 7.45pm), Ms F. Hope (from 8.00pm)
Apologies:

Mrs F. Pethica
Mrs Pamela Bale, District Councillor, also sent her apologies.
	
	
	Action

	679.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO AGENDA ITEMS

None
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	680.
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 8th FEBRUARY 2011
	

	
	
	

	
	The minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2011, having earlier been circulated, were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	681.
	MATTERS ARISING ON THESE MINUTES

	

	
	664. The light in Reading Road outside the library is now working.

Mrs White and Mr Higgs have still to write to Planning Inspectorate.

667. Police, Fire Service and Community responders are going to carry out recruitment exercise at the fete. 

The ‘Have your Say’ event to be held on 19th February had to be cancelled as an emergency meant that PCSO Viv Joyce could not attend.

668. Mrs Foot attended The River Thames Alliance Group meeting. There will be more about this later.

The Adventure Dolphin planning application for changes to the parking spaces to facilitate access to the Thames Path has been submitted and the Parish Council is supporting the application.

The matter of the gate at the end of Bourne Road to prevent fly-tipping will be discussed at the next meeting of the Neighbourhood Action Group.

The work for a disabled exit at the back of the hall will now commence on 11th April.

Mr Higgs attended the Eastern Area Vision Meeting. The main item discussed was the lack of leisure facilities in the east of West Berkshire.
Cedar Drive will be resurfaced next month.

670. The Village Plan Refresh has been submitted to Sarah Ward who has made some minor comments. Once these are incorporated, the plan will go to West Berkshire Council.

675. The Cemetery Regulations have been put in the notice board at the cemetery.

677. An accompanied independent inspection of the playground will be carried out  by Wicksteed on Thursday morning.


	EW/JHi


	
	
	

	682.
	PLANNING

	

	
	i. The planning applications reviewed since the last meeting were                                reported to the council (See attached list). Acceptance of these responses was proposed by Mr Higgs, seconded by Mr Child and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	ii. The attached comments on the Consultation on Examination of Proposed Focused Changes and Inspector Proposed Focused Changes were agreed and the clerk will submit these comments to West Berkshire Council.
	ML


	
	
	

	683.
	FINANCE
	

	
	
	

	
	i            Accounts reconciliation for period ending 28th February 2011 was accepted. This was proposed by Mr Child, seconded by Dr Hawkins and agreed by all.
	

	
	ii           Accounts for Payment

             Resolved - that the list of items appended to the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums, amounting to £4,548.97, to be debited to the accounts of the Parish Council,  proposed by Mrs Foot, seconded by Mr. Child and agreed by all.
iii           The clerk reported that she had been approached by someone who no longer wanted the plot they had purchased at the cemetery several years ago and has asked if the Parish Council would consider buying back the plot. Mr Higgs proposed that the Parish Council buy back the plot at the original cost of £800. This was seconded by Mrs White and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	684.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Bale sent the following notes for the meeting:

Planning – the application for Chalk Hill Farm has been refused.

The Planning Inquiry into the applications for 14-16 Reading Road will take place on 16th/17th/18th March. There is now a unilateral undertaking that the application includes 5 units of affordable housing.

Highways – the remaining two lights at the High Street and Whitchurch Road are now in place.

SEC is due to start work for new lights on Tidmarsh Road on 14th March.

The proposed closure of Whitchurch Road to allow work on the railway bridge has been postponed from 18th/19th April to 7th/8th May which means the work will now be done on a Saturday and Sunday

Repair work is due to be carried out on Pangbourne Hill tomorrow which will mean closure of the road from 9.30am to 4.00pm.

The last police speed check was carried out on Tidmarsh Road on 26th January. Covert checks will now be carried out in the new 40mph area. Vegetation at the edge of the footway will be cleared back when the road from Flowers Hill to the village is resurfaced. Mrs White will ascertain when this is due to be carried out.
Courtlands Hill residents have requested new signage. Highways are currently investigating possibility of signs of a different design to indicate ‘Private Streets’. However, this is not confirmed and the residents will await the outcome of the investigation, otherwise they will request new plastic signs.
CCTV – Cameras have now been modified and are due to be linked to the Control Centre at Windsor & Maidenhead this week. Apparently, the police are very pleased with the clarity of images now being received and arrests have been made in Newbury as a result.

Another meeting of the Task Group formed to look at Anti – Social Behaviour at the River Meadow will take place tomorrow.

WBC Budget now includes a further investment of £100K to pump prime community projects.

Green Lane has been experiencing problems with drainage and gully clearance at the bottom of the lane is due to be carried out very soon.

A meeting has taken place with WBC, Forestry Commission and affected owners about the Oak Processionary Moth. At the meeting it was agreed that a leaflet will be produced showing residents how to recognise and report any evidence of the moth, so that trees can be appropriately treated and the spread minimised. These leaflets will be delivered by the Parish Council. A management group will also be set up to monitor effects of treatment etc.
	EW


	
	
	

	685.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE MATTERS FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White gave details of a Hydropower Seminar to be held on 22nd March. However, the Pangbourne & Whitchurch Sustainability Group has decided that it was not feasible to investigate hydroelectric power at Pangbourne.

Mrs White has received a letter from the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire about the purchase of a silver tray as a wedding present for Price William and his bride. Any money left over would go to the Royal Berkshire Foundation. After discussion, it was decided that the Parish Council would prefer to commemorate the event by making a specific donation to a cause that would definitely benefit local residents. It was agreed that members would consider this and bring suggestions for donations to the next Parish Council meeting.

Mrs White and Ms Hughes attended the CCB Building Stronger Communities Conference. Mr Alok Sharma MP and Mr Richard Benyon MP both spoke. Mr Sharma explained what some of the effects of the Localism Bill are expected to be – general power of competence, no pre-determination on planning applications etc.  More details of the Localism Bill will be made clearer in the coming months.
Visitors from our twin town of Houdan will be arriving in Pangbourne on 28th April. A reception for these guests will be held in the Village Hall from approximately 5.00 to 6.00pm.

Mrs White reminded everyone of the Annual Parish meeting to be held on 26th April.

Heart of Pangbourne wishes to hold Family Fitness classes on the River Meadow on some Saturdays during the summer months. It was agreed that there was no reason why this could not happen as along as they would be just like any other users of the area. However, it was agreed that as Adventure Dolphin has already asked to use the meadow on a couple of dates, we should request the dates required from Heart of Pangbourne to ensure that these did not clash.

Mr Higgs has attended a meeting of Eastern Area Vision Task Group. The main item for discussion was the lack of leisure facilities in this part of West Berkshire. In addition, there was discussion around two more conservation areas, although it was felt that there was no merit in creating these as the whole area is in the AONB.

The latest Local Transport Plan will indicate possible improvements to junction 12 of the M4.

Improvements to railway stations were also looked at with work started on a new hand rail at Pangbourne. They are also looking at the possibility of providing provision for prams and wheel-chairs. A meeting with Network Rail has been arranged for 13th May.

Mrs White reported that letters have been received from two young members of the community raising issues such as the provision of facilities for older children and the amount of litter in the village. Mrs Leighton-Jones and Ms Hope will respond to the two young people and they will be invited to attend the next Parish Council meeting and to participate in the Litter Day.
	ALL
EW

HLJ/FH

	
	
	

	686.
	TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
	

	
	
	

	
	It was reported that the light at the Adventure Dolphin Centre required attention. Ms Hughes will report this to Streetcare.
Rev. Heather Parbury has asked that the Parish Council consider if any collective celebrations for the Queen’s Golden Jubillee would be arranged. It was agreed that this should be an item on the agenda at the Annual Parish Meeting.

Dr Hawkins asked about rubbish dumped on Tidmarsh Road opposite Flowers Hill. He will report this to Streetcare. He also commented that no-one appears to observe the new 40mph speed limit between Pangbourne & Tidmarsh.

The Community Lunch will be held on 21st March at the Village Hall.

Mrs White has received an e-mail for Mr. Hine expressing concern about the introduction of mooring charges and feels that these may deter visitors to the village. Mrs White has spoken to Greens about the matter.
	JH
KH

	
	
	

	687.
	TO REVIEW AND APPROVE PROPOSAL FOR PAYMENT OF MOORING CHARGES (PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED) AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Foot attended a meeting of the River Thames Alliance Mooring Group. See attached notes. Unfortunately the proposed trial of telephone payments for last year was abandoned. 

As we were hoping to use this scheme, Mrs White proposed that the fees would be collected by the River Warden and that payment could also be made at certain shops & businesses in the village. This proposal was seconded by Mrs Foot and the proposal was agreed with one vote against and one abstention.

Mrs White will talk to the shops and businesses and Mrs Foot will arrange for information leaflets and payment counterfoils to be printed. 

The River Warden new job description will be drawn up and advertised. Mrs White will e-mail a draft to Mr Child, Mrs Foot and Mr Holden for review.
	EW/AF

EW/GC/AF/RH



	
	
	

	688.
	TO REVIEW GRASS CUTTING QUOTATIONS AND APPROVE AWARD OF CONTRACT AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO CARRY THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Quotations have been received from several contractors – see attached.
Mr Child proposed that Goodlife Gardens be awarded the contract for maintenance including grass cutting at the cemetery and R.M. Weavers be awarded the contract for the rest of the grass cutting. Both contracts would be in place for two years. This was seconded by Mr Higgs and unanimously agreed.

The clerk will contact both parties and will ask R.M.Weavers to also cut the strip between the path and the river bank.
	ML

	
	
	

	689.
	TO DICSUSS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON 26TH APRIL AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE THE MATTER FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that Mr Alok Sharma MP would be invited to the meeting. Mrs White asked that all Parish Council reports be prepared in advance so that hard copies could be available at the event.
All organisations will also be asked to provide written reports. Mr Martin Maynard will be asked to talk about Community Responders and the Adventure Dolphin Centre will be asked if it would like to provide a display of its work. The meeting will start at 7.45pm with refreshments available from 7.15pm.
	

	
	
	

	690.
	REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

	 

	
	Mrs Lacey will be attending a meeting of the AWE Liaison Group next week.

Mr Holden will attend the independent playground inspection this week.
Mr Holden will chair a meeting of interested  parties discussing the feasibility of a skate park in Pangbourne.

An article on flooding will appear on the next issue of Pangbourne Magazine and leaflets from the Environment Agency will be distributed shortly to appropriate dwellings.
Mr Holden is meeting with Mr Maynard and Mrs Lacey to discuss Emergency Planning.
Mrs Leighton-Jones is attending Exercise Watermark on 12th March.

Ms Hope reported that arrangements have been made for Litter Day on 26th March 2011. Mrs Foot has helped with posters and Mr Child will help in setting up and collection of rubbish with his trailer. Set-up will take place before 10am.

Mrs Leighton-Jones will collect equipment from WBC at Faraday Road.

Pangbourne & Whitchurch Sustainability Group will support the event and it is hoped that children will also participate.
	RH

HLJ

GC

HLJ

	
	
	

	691.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	
	

	
	1. Letter of thanks from Pangbourne & Whitchurch Sustainability Group
2. Letter regarding future development at Pangbourne College

3. Letter from Ethan Coffey regarding needs of older children

4. Notification of PCSO ‘Have your Say’ meeting dates

5. Notification of work at Long Lane/ A329 junction on Purley commencing 11th April

6. Green Business Event – Commercial Landlords and Tenants Event – 16th March 2011 (18.00- 21.00) at New Greenham Arts, New Greenham Park, Newbury.

7. Confirmation of meeting with Network Rail on 13th May

8. Letter about increase in precept

9. BALC Update – 18th February 2011

10. Newsletter form !st Purley & Pangbourne Scout Group

11. SSE Street Lighting Charges from April 2011

12. Thames Valley Police – 2011 Community Policing Awards

13. 
	

	
	
	

	692.
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Leighton-Jones informed everyone of the Annual General Meeting of Pangbourne Volunteer Centre to be held on 16th March at 2.30pm. The group is looking for more drivers.
The Planning Inquiry into the planning applications at 14–16 Reading Road will take place on 16th, 17th & 18th March.
	

	
	
	

	693.
	CLOSURE
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.55pm.
	


___________________Chairman


___________________Date

            1
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