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PANGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at Pangbourne Village Hall on Tuesday 11th October 2011, commencing at 7.30 pm.

Present:
Mrs E. White (Chairman), Mr G. Child, Mr J.Higgs, Dr K. Hawkins, Mrs J. Power, Mrs B. Kerr Muir, Mr R. Holden, Mrs H. Leighton-Jones, Mrs F. Pethica, Ms F. Hope
Apologies:

Ms J. Hughes, Mavis Law, Cllr. P Bale.
Acting Clerk                   Dr. K. Hawkins
	
	
	Action

	67
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO AGENDA ITEMS

None
	

	
	
	

	68
	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 6TH SEPTEMBER, 2011
60. Mrs P. Bale had asked that the minute should now read “First Great Western are applying for Grand Funding for car park enhancements and to install a lift.”  Mrs E. White reported that this funding had not been granted but she understood that FGW would re-apply. The minutes were then agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

	

	69
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES
40. Mr Holden and Mrs Leighton-Jones had had a meeting with Mr Maynard and Mrs Lacey on the emergency plan, focussing on flooding and snow. They would work with the WBC template and would be aiming to involve others.  
42  River bank signage: the Environment Agency had subsequently 

      changed their contact numbers. It was agreed that this matter 
             would be regarded as work in progress.

50 Mrs White reported that the date of the Chairman’s Reception would now be Tuesday 29th November at 7.30.

58  The resurfacing of Cedar Drive and Thames Avenue had been 

            postponed yet again due to a shortage of the materials to be used.

            Our latest information from WBC indicated that the work had now

            been rescheduled for March 5th next year.
      62. Easement terms had now been agreed with Southern Gas after a 

            one month wait for the approval of WBC’s Legal dept. A one-off

            compensation payment to the Parish Council of about £15,400 

            had also been agreed, but not yet received.

           Mrs White reported that the Village Plan Refresh would be signed off

           on October 20th. 


	RH/HLJ

PB

	 70
	PLANNING
A list of recent planning applications would be circulated to Council members with the Committee’s comments. Two of these applications had been resolved at its recent meeting:
(i) 6 St James Close: Mr Higgs will visit this property as there are concerns about the boundary with neighbours, who will be consulted.
(ii) Land to the South of the Water Pumping Station, Tidmarsh Road: this application was under permitted development but residents had expressed some concerns about possible interference with their television reception.

They would be consulted.                                                                                      
(iii) Avenham, Bere Court Road: the retrospective application had been approved on appeal.


	JH

	71
	FINANCE

The Accounts reconciliation for 30th Sept. was unavailable due to the Clerk’s absence. These would be produced for the next meeting.

Accounts for payment: Resolved that the list of items appended to the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums amounting to £11,604.25. It was noted that the Coop had agreed to pay half the Archer Fleming account. They would pay this sum to the Parish Council as the latter had already settled the account in full.
Proposed by Mrs White, seconded by Ms Hope and agreed by all.
The outline proposal to spend c.£40,000 on refurbishing the Village Hall kitchen and toilets was deferred until the Village Hall committee were in a position to bring it forward for decision.

	EW



	72
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
In the absence of Mrs Bale, her report was read by Mrs White.
(i) Thames Water treatment plant – some issues had been raised by local residents. Mrs Bale was waiting for Simon till to review the application before discussing the details with him.

(ii) Street Lights on Tidmarsh Road – there are 4 Parish Council lights and £5,000 had been allocated to up-grade them. The new columns would be aluminium – usually grey but could be painted black, in which case they would need maintenance. The lanterns would be LEDs, so would use less electricity than current lights. The cost of the 4 lights would be £4037.10, plus £500 for transfer of the connection. The Parish Council would need to ensure that the foliage on the pavement side was cut back. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the owners of the two properties concerned and remind them that they should cut back the foliage or WBC would do it and charge them.
(iii) Waste Collection – Mrs Bale had covered this in her article for Pangbourne magazine.

(iv) Pangbourne station – FGW had assured us that they would continue to operate the franchise until 2013 and would then bid for it again. The list of priority improvements for the station would be circulated and the Parish Council would comment or add to them as necessary.
(v) Oak Processionary Moth – some infected trees had been felled. The full extent of the spread of this disease would not, however, be known until next year.

(vi) The Pangbourne Natwest branch was to be closed sometime next month. Mrs White thanked Ms Jenny Holiday for organising the petition against closure. A meeting had been organised on Friday Oct. 14th at 16.15 with Alok Sharma MP, local businesses and Mrs White to discuss this issue. Other Council members were also free to attend. It was pointed out that Pangbourne’s status as a Rural Service Centre depended on the range of facilities available, including branch banking.

	PB
ALL
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	73
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN
(i) Whitchurch Bridge – the alleged conflict of interest arising from the dual role of the Bridge Engineer had not yet been resolved. Whitchurch Parish Council had written to SODC about this issue. On the issue of whether the bridge needed replacing at all, Mrs. White reported that the engineers employed by the Bridge Company and English Heritage respectively were in fundamental disagreement, so SODC were considering getting the view of an independent third party. Mrs White further reported that in the opinion of the National Trust surveyors the compound works would breach the existing covenants on the Meadow. Claire Booth had written to Geoffrey Weir on this issue. The National Trust had not yet decided whether to lodge a formal objection. If they did it would not necessarily affect the planning application but could delay the starting date. The Easement payment would enable the Parish Council to meet any additional legal costs if this arose.
(ii) Mr. Holden reported that the Grounds Committee had received a petition for a Skate Path, probably to be sited on the Recreation Ground. No planning application had yet been received and the Council would need to make the final decision. It was agreed that there was no need at this stage for the Council to express an opinion and in any event permission would be needed from the Charities Commission before the project could proceed. It was further agreed that it would be premature to start any fund-raising activity.
(iii) Mrs White said she was going to meet Len Palfray to discuss mooring issues. Some 2,500 boats had moored overnight between the end of April and the end of September. She also reported that the cone climber in the school playground had been vandalised and would be removed for repair. She had asked how long this would take and was awaiting a response.

(iv) The WBC Winter Maintenance Plan had been circulated with a consultation period ending on October 17th. Mrs White said she would comment as necessary. The Plan would be effective from October 31st until April 1st.

(v) An invitation had been received from Susan Powell for members to view the current CCTV system on October 24th but there would be further opportunities later on.

(vi) Neighbourhood Wardens scheme – Mrs White had attended a meeting involving five other parishes where this was in operation and it was reported to be working well. 

(vii) Network Rail were due to replace two bridges at Purley on Christmas Day. Mrs Bale had asked NR to put a gate across the bridge at the end of Bourne Road.


	EW
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EW

PB

	74
	TO ANSWER  QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
Ms Hope said that some residents felt threatened when they received letters from WBC asking them to cut back foliage. Mrs White said she would ask the Neighbourhood Wardens to ensure that these requests were handled sensitively. She said she had raised issues regarding the railway with Mrs Bale and PAWS. She also reported that she was due to attend a meeting of the NW Area of Natural Beauty at Purley.She asked if it would be possible to organise a cull of the Canadian geese, who were a nuisance. The consensus of opinion was that this would not be possible.
Mr Holden raised the issue of the Jubilee celebrations on June 5th. Various suggestions had been made – for example, street parties, bonfire parties, lighting a beacon, broadcasting a service from St Paul’s at the church to which the public would be invited. He suggested that the Council should link up with the Church and other village organisations to do something appropriate. Funds could also be raised for a local or national charity.
Mrs Kerr-Muir said that analogue broadcasting services would be switched off in February. She was trying to identify residents who were over 75,disabled and eligible for help and asked members to inform her of any individuals they knew who fell into this category.

Mrs Power said she had not yet had a response from the plumber regarding the tap on the allotments. Mrs White said she had spoken to him about it.

Mr. Child said that the north west corner of the cemetery would be cleared on Friday October 14th, starting at 13.00. Any member should feel free to join Mr Cheeseman and give him guidance on what to do, if necessary.

	EW
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	75
	REPORTS FRO COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES
Grounds Committee – It was reported that the repairs to the Recreation Ground and Chiltern Walk had been done.

Mrs Power reported that the allotment at the far end of the site, tenanted by two ladies, had been vacated.


	JP

	76
	CORRESPONDENCE
Letters had been received from;

The Thames Valley Primary Care Agency
Field Seymour Parkes

West Berkshire Council, informing the Council that they would carry out repairs to the gullies in Green Lane following complaints from residents.


	

	77
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY
Mrs White said that Remembrance Day would be Sunday 13th November. Council members will meet in Horseshoe Road at 14.15 and the march will start at 14.30.
The next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday November 8th, for which Mrs White and Mr Child both gave their apologies. It was therefore agreed that those members who are present will elect a chairman for the meeting. Any member who is prepared to volunteer should inform Mrs White by November 1st.
	ALL


	78
	CLOSURE
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.
	

	
	
	


Chairman_______________________________                Date____________________
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