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PANGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at Pangbourne Village Hall on Tuesday 6th September 2011, commencing at 7.30 pm.

Present:
Mrs E. White (Chairman), Mr G. Child, Ms. J. Hughes,, Mr J.Higgs, 
Dr K. Hawkins, Mrs J. Power, Mrs B. Kerr Muir, Mr R. Holden, 
Mrs H. Leighton-Jones, Mrs F. Pethica
Apologies:

Ms F. Hope
Mrs Pamela Bale, District Councillor also attended the meeting.
	
	
	Action

	52.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO AGENDA ITEMS

A dispensation has been received from WBC to enable the Parish Council to comment on applications relating to the demolition and reconstruction of Whitchurch Bridge. 
	

	
	
	

	53.
	TO DISCUSS PARTNERSHIP WORKING WITH MARIAN HART, NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES MANAGER, SOVEREIGN HOUSING ASSOCIATION (SHA)
	

	
	
	

	
	Ms Hart explained that SHA is part of a group which is one of the 20 largest social housing landlords in the country and a main provider of affordable housing across the south and south-west of England. The group currently own and manage around 30,000 homes, working with local authorities and other partners. SHA has about 7,500 properties in West Berkshire with offices in Newbury. Ms Hart manages the area managers and housing officers with each housing officer being responsible for about 500 houses.
All allocation of houses is through WBC who administers the Common Housing Register although SHA can arrange transfers and maintain their own transfer list.
The area managers and housing officers look after issues that arise with tenants and are very keen to work with Parish Councils to ensure that any problems are resolved quickly and to the benefit of the community. They work closely with the police and, if necessary, can take out injunctions to stop anti-social behaviour. They do not require as much evidence as police to obtain these injunctions which can also apply to visitors/family members at their properties. They can give cautions that tenancies can be at risk.
New tenants are given a pack and responsibilities explained. They are visited four weeks later and the property is checked for needed repairs and to ensure the property is being looked after.

Ms Hart said that she appreciated being able to come along to the Parish Council and hoped that SHA could work closely with the Parish Council in future. She also offered an opportunity to Parish Councillors to join a Housing Officer in making visits to properties in Pangbourne.

Mrs White thanked Ms Hart for taking the time to come and talk to Council and looked forward to a continuing good relationship with SHA in the future.
	

	
	
	

	54.
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 12th JULY 2011
	

	
	
	

	
	The minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2011, having earlier been circulated, were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman subject to the following amendment:
Pantechnicon Lane should be Polytechnic Lane.
	

	
	
	

	55.
	MATTERS ARISING ON THESE MINUTES

	

	
	40. Mr Holden is still to meet with Mr Maynard and Mrs Lacey to discuss the Emergency Plan, Mrs Leighton-Jones will also attend this meeting.

Dr Hawkins and Mr Higgs have held a meeting about the website and Dr Hawkins has since had a meeting with Mrs White.

42 (iv) and (v) It is hoped that this work will be carried out in the next couple of weeks

(viii) The signs are now in final draft. The Environment Agency is very happy with the signs and has asked if the designs can be circulated to other organisations to use as a template.

43 A resident has written to the Parish Council and Mrs Bale about overhanging vegetation at Corner Cottage. WBC sent a letter to the owners of the property on 12th August, giving a period of six weeks to cut the vegetation. WBC is monitoring the situation and, if necessary, will do the work and send an invoice to the owners.

44. The River Warden has recorded that 2,090 boats have moored at the River Meadow since mid-April.

45. The clerk has written to the riparian owners at the Mill House. It was reported that the reeds in the river have been cut but have been left on the river bank. It is not known whether this has been done by the owners or the Environment Agency. Mrs Bale will follow up on this

Mrs White has met with the new councillors.

50. Mrs White has again written to the owner of the horses at Meadow Farm. Mr Holden said that the gate has been deliberately opened on a couple of occasions and the horse chased out. There is also evidence at the corner of the field that there have been groups congregating who have lit fires and left lots of cans behind.

Mrs White reported that it had been agreed to hold the Chairman’s Reception on Tuesday 22nd November.

Mrs White has contacted the Berkshire Volunteer Centre who will try and find a volunteer group if we have a specific project.
RTC have visited the playground and will repair the surface when the school holidays are over. The clerk has put in writing the council’s concerns about the surface.
	RH/HLJ
PB
EW/PB

	
	
	

	56.
	PLANNING

	

	
	i    The planning applications reviewed since the last meeting were reported to the council (See attached list). Acceptance of these responses was proposed by Mr Child, seconded by Mr Higgs and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	57.
	FINANCE
	

	
	
	

	
	i    Accounts reconciliation for period ending 31st August 2011 was accepted. This was proposed by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Mr Higgs and agreed by all.
ii.   Accounts for Payment

      Resolved - that the list of items appended to the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums, amounting to £12,312.30, to be debited to the accounts of the Parish Council, proposed by Mrs White, seconded by Mrs Pethica and agreed by all.
iii.   Resolved –to approve expenditure of £499 for clearance at top area at cemetery. This was proposed by Mr Child, seconded by Mrs Leighton-Jones and unanimously agreed.

iv.    Resolved – to approve expenditure of up to £500 for tree work at cemetery. This was proposed by Mr Child, seconded by Mr Holden and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	58.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs Bale reported: the resurfacing at Cedar Drive and Thames Avenue postponed due to the sub-contractor being delayed in other areas of the country. A new date for this work has been set as 29th September.

Mrs Bale apologised for the inadequacy of diversions during the resurfacing of Tidmarsh Road. This had caused chaos in several areas especially with HGVs in unsuitable residential and rural roads. However, she reported that the end result was excellent.

Mrs White reported that she had received a complaint about drainage problems at the bottom of Green Lane. Mrs Bale said that the drainage problems had been addressed and that Highways is working on the damage caused in Green Lane.

Mrs Bale, Mrs White & Mr Child attended a Speed Review meeting at WBC which looked at the speed limit on Pangbourne Hill between the end of the speed limit and the junction to Upper Basildon, (although the whole of Pangbourne Hill was discussed). The police would not support a reduction in the speed limit but recognised the need for something to slow down the traffic. Highways are looking into this and are also looking at better signage to the cemetery. Immediately speed awareness signs were put up.
The Parish Council had asked that the stretch from the Dark Lane/Bere Court Rd junction to the Yattendon Rd/Gardiners Lane junction be looked at, but highways had looked at the area directly around St Andrew’s School. They will re-look at the correct area but the committee felt that children should not be encouraged to cycle to school on these roads as it was not safe to do so.

Mrs Bale: it was now 2-3 years since the parking changes had come into force and a parking review would be carried out shortly.

Mrs Bale: reported that a small group of travellers spent a night in the field off the A329 on the other side of the Sul. This actually in Purely. They were asked to move as it was private land and left the next morning. 
Mrs Bale and Mr Higgs met with planning officers and highways concerning the Construction Method Statement for the development at 14-16 Reading Road. The statement deemed to be incomplete further work required on it.

Mrs Bale reported that some Oak Processionary moths had been found in traps that had been erected. The situation is under review.

A WBC members bid was discussed and it was agreed that Mrs Bale would apply for a bid to replace the Parish Council street lights on Tidmarsh Road.
	PB

	
	
	

	59.
	TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE MATTERS FORWARD
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White said that Mrs Bale had already covered most items in her report and the Whitchurch Bridge application was a separate agenda item.
	

	
	
	

	60.
	TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
	

	
	
	

	
	Ms Hughes has attended a Greenham Common Trust presentation to launch an on-line web portal for grant funding. In future only one form will need to be completed when an organisation is applying for funds. Also anyone with money to donate will be able to go to the portal and either offer money to a project or choose a particular application. The web address for this portal is: www.findmeagrant.org .

Dr Hawkins questioned the proposed subject of the next District Conference on 18th October the subject of which will be the Localism Bill. Mrs Bale said that so many people were asking questions WBC had decided to update parishes 

Mrs Kerr Muir said she was attending a CCB/BBC information day on 8th September about the digital changeover. She will report on 11th October.
Mrs Leighton-Jones asked when the gas works, scheduled for the summer, were to be carried out. Mrs Bale said she thought this was to be carried out later this month.

Mr Higgs reported that he had attended a meeting of the Eastern Area Vision Task Group where the main subject was the application for IKEA at Calcot. Fly-tipping was also raised, which is a problem, especially, in the east of West Berkshire. Any Fly-tipping in Pangbourne should be reported to the Neighbourhood Wardens or to Streetcare.

Mrs Pethica asked what if any work was to be carried out at the station. Mrs Bale said that the car park was to be resurfaced and extended. First Great Western is applying to Network Rail for funding to install a lift at the station.
	

	
	
	

	61.
	TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON APPLICATIONS FOR THE DEMOLITION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF WHITCHURCH BRIDGE AND THE TEMPORARY WORKS COMPOUND ON THE RIVER MEADOW
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White reported that she had had a meeting with Mr Geoff Weir of the Whitchurch Bridge Company. The meeting was also attended by with the clerk and Ms Rachel Booth, Field Seymour Parkes (Parish Council solicitor).

It was pointed out to Mr Weir that as the Parish Council owned the River Meadow and Track it would be necessary to draw up a licence/agreement in order to protect the land, the Parish Council and all users of the meadow. Mr Weir agreed that Ms Booth would draw up a series of points which would form the basis of any such licence and pass these to the Bridge Company’s solicitor. Mrs White will circulate the letter from Ms Booth containing all the points discussed at the meeting which would form basis for the agreement. The Bridge Company will look at what work would have to be carried out to make the track suitable for use during the work. Further discussion would need to be had with the Council and possible further planning application required.  It was also pointed out that the Parish Council has covenants with the National Trust and the Whitchurch Bridge Company must ensure that these are not breached.

Mrs Bale said she understood that English Heritage has now been given more information regarding the reconstruction of the bridge. 
	

	
	
	

	62.
	TO AUTHORISE SIGNATURE OF EASEMENT CONTRACT WITH SOUTHERN GAS NETWORKS
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs White reported that the amendments put forward by our solicitor have now been agreed by Southern Gas Networks. Our solicitor is now completing formalities with Council tenant, (WBC), as the easement will require some work to be carried out in the car park at Adventure Dolphin which is leased by them. Once this is completed, the contract can be signed and work can commence on this side of the river. All heavy machinery will be kept on the Whitchurch side of the river.
Resolved: that the easement contract with Southern Gas Networks can be signed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman subject to satisfactory agreement with WBC once Ms Booth is satisfied with document. This was proposed by Ms Hughes, Seconded by Dr Hawkins and unanimously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	63.
	REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

	 

	
	No committee meetings – other than planning – have taken place since the last meeting.
Village Plan: Ms Hughes reported that she had received the first draft of the Refresh Village Plan from Mrs Shorter who was designing the document.(previously approved by Council) The plan will be submitted to Jo Naylor at WBC for formal agreement and signing by Mr Graham Jones. Following this photographs etc. will be added and the document published.

Mrs White asked that the plan be circulated to her, the clerk, Mrs Leighton-Jones and Ms Hope prior to the sending to WBC.
	JHu

	
	
	

	64.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	
	

	
	1. Letter from Sustainability Group about Community Orchards
2. WBC Junior Citizen of the Year Award 2011 – applications to be received by 4th November
3. Introduction letter from Kennet 7 Thames Co Housing

4. Notification of changes to grant application processing from Greenham Common Trust

5. CCB Empowering Young People Booklet

6. Notification of District Parish Conference – 18th October

7. Oxfordshire County Council – Consultation on Draft Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Plans

8. West Berkshire Funding Fair – 1st October 2011
9. Consultation – Material Update to Developer Contributions

10. West Berkshire Council – Enjoy website providing information about community celebrations of the Olympic Games

11. Berkshire Historic Environment Forum 2011 – 24th September at The Barn, Beech Road, Purley on Thames

12. West Berkshire Council Yearbook now available

13. Empowering West Berkshire – News Updates – Aug. & Sept.
14. Thames Valley Environment Records Ctre Newsletter – Aug. 2011
15. West Berkshire Local Transport Plan Newsletter – August 2011

16. Letter from Mr Martin Maynard on Community Responders

17. Thatcham Flood Forum – 21st Sept. 2011
18. Pangbourne & District Community Lunch – 26th Sept. 12.30 to 2.00pm at Pangbourne Village Hall

19. West Berkshire Neighbourhood Wardens Reports – July & Aug. 
	

	
	
	

	65.
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY
	

	
	
	

	
	1. Queens Jubilee 2012 – Revd Heather Parbury has asked about a village event to celebrate this. Mrs Power and Mr Holden volunteered to talk to her about setting up a small group to discuss this.
2. Ms Hughes told everyone about leaflets available giving details of Eco-homes in the area. Ms Hughes also said that the Sustainability Group would like to set up a Community Orchard in Pangbourne and/or Whitchurch. It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next Grounds Committee meeting
3. Mr Higgs said that he had heard several rumours that the Police Station in Pangbourne was to be closed. Mrs Bale said that there did not appear to be any basis for these rumours.
	JP/RH

	
	
	

	66.
	CLOSURE
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.15 pm.
	


______________________________Chairman


___________________Date
            1
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