PANGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 2010
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in Pangbourne Village Hall on Tuesday 27th April 2010 commencing at 7.45pm
All members of the Parish Council and the clerk were present. Unitary Authority Councillor Mrs. P.Bale also attended.
The meeting was attended by approximately thirty residents of the parish. Neighbourhood Police Officer Marc Robinson from Thames Valley Police was also present for a short part of the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Sue Darroch, Susan Laishley, Heather Thorne, Rev. Heather Parbury, Jayne Evans, Marilyn Grundrill, Maureen Appleton, Sheena Dutson and Ellie Soar.

AWE

Prior to the meeting Mrs Kay Lacey the Parish Council representative on AWE Local Liaison Committee introduced Dr Andrew Jupp, Director of Infrastructure at AWE who presented the Parish Council with a cheque for £1,000 which will be used for landscaping of the area in front of, and at the side of the small hall.

Mrs White thanked Dr Jupp and AWE for this grant and assured him that the work would be completed by this time next year.
THE MILLENIUM AWARD
The Millennium Award is given to someone voted for by the village through the Pangbourne Magazine. 

Mrs Lesley Crimp, editor of Pangbourne Magazine, announced that this year the award was to go to Mrs Kay Lacey. Mrs Lacey has worked tirelessly to try and alleviate future flooding in Pangbourne. Mrs Crimp said that it would have been very easy to let matters drop after the media hype had died down, but Mrs Lacey carried on pressuring the Environment Agency, West Berkshire Council and Thames Water to make sure that issues were addressed and alleviating actions carried out.

Mrs Lacey said she was hugely flattered and honoured to receive the award especially as she looks at the illustrious list of people who have received it in the past. She has been in the village for only twelve years and when looking for somewhere to live they looked at Pangbourne Magazine and were impressed by a vibrant village with such a great community spirit. She had been made very welcome at Mothers & Toddlers and joined the committee as a fund raiser and ended up as chairman. She has also been involved with the Pangbourne Residents Association and for the last five years has been a Parish Councillor. Mrs Lacey said she feels fortunate to live in Pangbourne and feels it is beholden on all residents to put something back into the community.
1.
INTRODUCTION
Mrs White started by saying how pleased she was that Mrs Lacey had been given the Millennium Award as she has put in many hours working for the Flood Group.

Mrs White said she was delighted to welcome everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting. All parishes are required by law to hold a meeting between 1st March and 1st June each year. This is not a Parish Council meeting but an opportunity for residents to get together, ask questions and hear from the Parish Council what has been happening in the parish in the past year. She reminded everyone that Parish Council meetings take place on the second Tuesday of every month except August and that there was always an open session at 8.00pm to allow members of the public to speak or ask questions. She hoped everyone had taken the opportunity to talk to Parish Councillors and representatives of other village organisations. Mrs White was pleased that so many representatives of these parish organisations were present. 
Mrs White also welcomed Mrs Pamela Bale our District Councillor. She said that Pamela needed no introduction but a huge vote of thanks for all the hard work she does for Pangbourne and WBC. Pamela will also give her report later in the meeting.
Mrs White said that there would also be reports from parish councillors, other village organisations and a chance for everyone to ask questions. 

2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH MEETING & MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 22nd April 2009, having 

earlier been circulated were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. There were no matters arising.

3.
PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman’s Report – See attached

Village Plan Update – Mrs White said she was pleased to see that the Village Plan Refresh had been started and thanked all those who had returned their distributed questionnaires. The results will now be analysed and an Action Plan drawn up and a report written, both of which would then be submitted to WBC for approval.

Neighbourhood Wardens – The feedback from the recent Drop-In event confirmed that the majority of people wanted Pangbourne to join the Neighbourhood Warden Scheme

Neighbourhood Wardens were first brought up a few years ago but the Council decided that it was not sure how much support there was in the village and that without that support the village could not afford it. Purley and, later, Theale both went ahead with the scheme and since then both parishes are more than happy that they did and highly recommend the wardens to Pangbourne. Evidence of this is available from the Chairmen of both Parish Councils.

Andrew Cooch – Neighbourhood Warden Scheme.

Mr Cooch spoke and said that wardens make villages better places to live, They work closely with young people and have developed youth clubs in some areas. They also deal with 8-13 year olds which are outside the target group of the Youth Workers and work with the elderly and vulnerable and keep a register of these people so that assistance can be given if required. Their services are directed towards issues of each community. They have no powers but work closely with the police. The do a lot of work on low level issues and are on the streets 80% of their time giving a real visible presence.
When asked how many wardens operate, Mr Cooch said that there are 15 wardens in three schemes. The scheme Pangbourne would join has 5 full time wardens and, if Pangbourne joined, would employ a 6th warden. They work as a pool and work closely with all WBC and village services.

Allan McIntyre, Senior Warden, said that they generally work in pairs in the evenings. They have regular contact with the police and other wardens and work from Monday to Friday from 8.00am to 10.00pm. At the moment they finish at 6.00pm on Saturdays but, if necessary, can cover specific events.

They have one week residential training with the rest of their training being on the job, with specific courses on H&S etc.

Mr Cooch told the audience that the schemes are jointly funded by a range of bodies – parishes, WBC, Housing Associations, private business etc. each scheme lasts 2 or 3 years by arrangement.

Mrs Hughes proposed that the Parish Council moves forward towards joining the Neighbourhood Warden Scheme in 2011. Mrs White seconded this proposal and asked if it would be the wish of this meeting that the Parish Council proceeds with their investigations into this. A show of hands indicated three people against the proposal with everyone else in agreement.
Committee reports – See Attached
4.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR, MRS PAMELA BALE
Mrs Bale thanked the Parish Council for all they have done in the village in the past few years.
Finances – Council Tax increase has been kept down to 1.9%. The council had set up a Transformation & Efficiency Board to look at finances. Two thirds of the council’s funding comes from Council Tax with the other third from Central Government and grants. The council has also prepared a financial strategy as a reduction in funding is expected. Most new posts have been externally funded and all services are looked at re value for money and benchmarking against other counties. 
The percentage of over 65s has increased by over 13% and the pressures are considerable. This means managing back office costs in order to maintain frontline services. There has also been pressure on income as projections were based on 500 new homes every year, whilst in reality, this has been down to 200 for the last two years. This means the Council Tax income has not been rising as fast as expected.

There has been an increase in demand for affordable housing, but developers have not been building more than 15 homes at a time which means that there has been no requirement for them to provide affordable housing.
The council believes that Neighbourhood Wardens are very important and funding for this has been maintained. In addition, a high percentage of residents have stated that they are satisfied with where they live and the services that are provided for them. The council consider activities for children very important .

Roads & Pavements – The severe adverse weather has had a serious effect on the roads. The philosophy is to patch repair as soon as possible and then to go back and carry out more comprehensive repairs later. More money has been put into road repairs and Central Government has also provided extra money for this. Mrs Bale asked that all issues be reported to Streetcare.
Continuous Assessment constantly takes place on many aspects of the council activities, The council itself is not just assessed, but also how it performs with its partners. The most recent assessment gave a result of 3 out of 4 with particular recommendation given for financial management and how they provide services.

The council plan is to achieve 80% of targets. It is difficult for them to control things such as crime, domestic violence etc. In the adverse weather some things worked very well but lessons need to be learned from the things that did not work so well. The Overview & Scrutiny Commission will be looking closely at all aspects of this.

Mrs Bale said that Parish Planning was part of her responsibility and the 41st plan had just been adopted. Parish Planning is seen to be very important as the plans feed into WBC future planning and she looks forward to the Pangbourne Village Plan Refresh.
Traffic – Mrs Bale said she thought the 20mph limit has had some effect, and the new crossing lights look very good. Gates at the entrance to the village should be put in this year and the traffic island at the school will be reviewed. This will involve realignment of the pavement and will require a review of utility pipes etc before the work can be carried out. Most of the money for this will come from S106 money accumulated over several years and the rest from capital funding. There should also be new flashing lights at the school.

Traffic & speeding are always a problem. It is hoped that the limit on Tidmarsh Road between Pangbourne & Tidmarsh can be reduced from 50 to 40 mph.  The vegetation on the footway is to be cut back as far as possible. Street lighting in the centre of the village is due to be replaced. This will extend as far as Pangbourne Hill. Mrs Bale has obtained some capital funding to replace these lights and it is hoped to replace the rest over the next few years. Some of this will have to be done in consultation with residents.
Mrs Bale said that, unfortunately, she does not have a magic wand, but feels she gets good support from colleagues and officers in assisting her in improving Pangbourne.

She said she was pleased that Adventure Dolphin was going ahead at a level which will be an asset to the village and people of Pangbourne.

Road problems continue to be an issue in the centre of the village. The recent Traffic Survey looked at all aspects of traffic in the village and when the Parish Council have meetings with WBC, they do look at traffic in the whole village. In response to a member of the audience, Mrs Bale said that the police had looked at all possibilities but there was nothing they could come up with.

Mrs Bale congratulated the Parish Council on the new children’s playground which took a variety of funding to achieve. The children seem to love the new equipment and new access.

Mrs Bale said that CCTV is not yet operational in the village. WBC need to upgrade their old analogue equipment to digital and at the moment is agreeing the way it will operate.

Mrs Bale again thanked the Parish Council and said that together they were trying to do as much as possible for the village.

5.
PRESENTATIONS

Pangbourne & Whitchurch Community Responders

Mr Martin Maynard said that the responders were committed to raising £2,000 for an equipment pack. 

Mr Maynard explained that if you dial 999 and are having trouble breathing the Ambulance Service aim to get there in 8 minutes. If your heart stops, every extra minute gives you a 20% less chance of survival, whilst chest compressions can extend this to 15 minutes. The Responders can attend more quickly and give vital assistance until the ambulance arrives.

The local responders currently have 6 members and this means that another equipment pack should be purchased. Ideally the group would like to have 20 members which would mean each person being on call half a day per month. When the ambulance is despatched the Responders receive an alert and then call in to get map reference and details. Mr Maynard asked for more people to think of joining the 
team and should contact Mr Maynard. The Responders meet on a monthly basis and members of the public are welcome to attend any of their meetings on the 1st Monday of the month in the bar in The Elephant.
Adventure Dolphin Building Update

Mr Kevin Dennis said that the centre was due to be officially opened at the end of September but it is hoped to open the centre for use before then. The centre has been involved with Pangbourne for over 20 years and about 6 years ago, an OFSTED inspection said that something had to be done to improve the building. 

Six years ago a feasibility study had been carried out and costed a replacement building at £1.3million, this has now risen to £1.6million with £350,000 being raised by the Dolphin Centre Charity.

Mr Dennis thanked everyone who had given feedback on the first design which was a box that was too big and too high. The new building is slightly bigger than the old one with great changing rooms and a view that is awesome. It is hoped to be ready for use at the start of the school summer holidays. Currently, the centre is working away at Beale Park and also holding Duke of Edinburgh classes in Pangbourne Village Hall and Upper Basildon Village Hall. Work continues in three categories:

1) Youth Clubs – the service target is 13 to 19 and also encompasses working with a detached youth worker team. The Youth clubs encourage people to come in and carry out DOE award work
2) Schools – daytime activities, after school clubs made possible by paid staff and a wealth of volunteers. A lot of the activities are nationally recognised. These activities will be enhanced by the climbing wall in the new building and a lift to assist the disabled.

3) Work with the community – a program of some of the senior groups who can train at Adventure Dolphin and go on to work in the community
6.     
OTHER PARISH ORGANISATIONS

Reports from Breedons Educational Trust, Pangbourne Volunteer Centre,  Pangbourne & District Nursing Association and Fanny Maria Kemp Trust are also attached along with reports on Litter Day 2010 and the Flood Group.

Pangbourne & Whitchurch Sustainability Group (PAWS)
Mr Peter McManus said that a formal meeting of the group was held in January with a formal constitution agreed in March. There were around 35 members and strong support had been received from both Pangbourne & Whitchurch Parish Councils giving then the encouragement to carry on. Each seat has a leaflet produced by the group stating their aims. The next event is scheduled for Saturday 12th June and will cover renewable energy, energy audits, recycling, organic gardening etc. Mr McManus said he hoped there would be a good attendance at the event and all were invited.
Twinning Association

Mrs Antonia des Forges said that Pangbourne has been twinned with Houdan in France for 25 years. The aim is to promote an interest in learning French and this year a visit to Houdan would take place with 33 people including 5 children. There traditionally has been a French café at the fete with the proceeds given for resources at Pangbourne Primary School. It is also hoped to set up a French cinema club at the end of June.
Mrs White wished them a wonderful weekend in France and thanked them for the painting which had been given to the Parish Council.

Football Club

Mrs White said that the renewal of leases has brought the Parish Council into closer contact with the Football Club.
Mr Paul McAllister said that Pangbourne Football Club had been in existence since 1880 and interest from local people was still strong with around 72 members. Throughout the year there had been many discussions with the Parish Council and they were able to assist the Parish Council in allowing their changing rooms to be used by the contractors for the new play ground. As a result, the payment for this meant that a new set of goal posts could be purchased replacing their old set which were no longer suitable for use. A second set has now been obtained through other funding. The Football Club had removed the thorn hedge on the Recreation Ground, which enables parents to use the area to watch their children have tennis lessons.
The club has 2 teams in the Sunday League – the first team will probably finish 5th whilst the reserve team has not done so well. On Saturdays, the YMCA has played a certain number of games and has won their league.

Under 11’s play on Saturday mornings and Sunday afternoons and they have also won their league. Mr McAllister said that if anyone had any questions about the club they should pop down on a Sunday morning and talk to them.

Heritage Group

Mrs Rosie Nurick informed the audience that in two weeks the Group was putting on an exhibition on Pangbourne 1830 to 1930 and hoped that everyone would attend.
7.
OPEN FORIM
A member of the audience asked who was responsible for security at Adventure Dolphin and was informed that this was the responsibility of WBC Youth Services.
Mr Crimp said that it was disappointing that no representatives of the police were present save for PC Marc Robinson at the beginning of the meeting. He asked whether it was thought that Pangbourne was getting value for money from the police when a Band G household paid £257.17 in Council Tax towards the police, giving a total of nearly £0.5million for the whole of Pangbourne. He expressed the opinion that they should be doing the job that the Neighbourhood Wardens would carry out. He said he intended to write to the Chief Constable on this matter.
Mrs Bale replied that Neighbourhood Police are based here in Pangbourne. Two weeks ago she said spoke to Superintendent Robin Rickard about local policing. Currently the team is understaffed by two and those on duty are continually being called to do other things. Six months ago the Chief Constable spoke at West Berkshire Council and assured them that 50% of time should be spent in the local area. Mrs Bale said she understood that shift patterns were changing so that there would be grater coverage of the local area.

Questions were asked about delivery vans being parked causing long queues and asked if CCTV will have any impact on this.

Mrs Bale said that the Civil Enforcement Officers have been coming out in the mornings. Mrs White added that the Parish Council has spoken to the manager of the Co-operative to ask that deliveries be kept to a minimum at peak times.

Instances of illegal parking in Horseshoe Road especially near the corner with Reading Road were also reported. The CEOs have also been informed of this.

A suggestion was made that street lights could be switched off at 12o’clock, although others felt that this could raise security issues.

8.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Mr Edward Goddard proposed a vote of thanks to the Parish Council and the District Councillor for all the work they do.
The meeting closed at 9.40pm.

                                                     Chairman…………………………………..
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