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MINUTES OF PANGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the full meeting of the Council held at Pangbourne Village Hall on Tuesday 8 April 2025 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT:
Cllrs:	I. Walker (Chairman), J. Higgs (Vice Chairman), T. Batten, G. Child, C. Ellis, 
N. Goodwin, B. Kerr-Muir, M. Rimmer
Clerk:	R. Elkin (Clerk, RFO),
District Cllr:	Cllr M. Shakespeare was not in attendance 
Members of public:	0 members of the public were present

APOLOGIES RECEIVED:	C. Brewer, C. Roberts
ABSENT: None	

Section 1: Procedural
	
	
	Action

	2072
	To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest relevant to agenda items

	

	
	Apologies were received from C. Brewer, C. Roberts
No Councillors were absent
A Pecuniary Declaration of Interest was made by IW regarding 25/00454/HOUSE who took no part in the agenda item and left the meeting while the discussion and vote took place.

	

	2073
	To RESOLVE to adopt the minutes of the full council meeting held on 11 March 2025 as a true and accurate record

	

	
	Having been previously circulated and taken as read, the minutes of the meeting of 11 March 2025 were approved and signed as an accurate record with no amendments.

	

	2074
	Outstanding actions carried over from previous meetings
	

	
	Cemetery car park – ONGOING – legal teams are progressing draft easement
	CR

	
	Adventure Dolphin sub-lease/planning application – ONGOING 
	NG/AH /Clerk

	
	Traffic/pavements working group – Speedwatch set-up ongoing
	IW

	
	Recreation Ground Vision group – ONGOING
	NG/ Asst Clk/Clk

	
	APT – Station Road toilets – especially in light of current issues and expenses at rec ground toilets – ONGOING

	ALL

	
	COMPLETED ACTIONS
· The new path at the recreation ground is now complete and installed 
	


Section 2: Decision Making
	
	
	Action

	2075
	To CONSIDER the updated Council Risk Assessment as previously circulated and RESOLVE to adopt it

	

	
	· Following discussion and having previously been circulated, it was RESOLVED to adopt the amended Risk Assessment for the coming year with immediate effect.
· It was further resolved that going forward the individual RA elements would be managed/continually updated by their committees where possible rather than full council and that this would be discussed in more detail at the next committee meetings.
· Specifically the following would take responsibility for these elements:
· NG – Grounds
· IW – Village Hall
· GC – Cemetery
· BKM – Finance
· RE – People

	

	2076
	UPCOMING DATES – Annual Litter Pick and Annual Parish Meeting/Millennium Award. AGREE any actions relating to Annual Parish Meeting and Millennium Award

	

	
	· The Clerk reminded Councillors of the upcoming dates for the village litter pick and the Annual Parish Meeting. Final details were made for the annual meeting and a rough running order and details of presentations were shared. The Clerk will arrange the refreshments.

	

	2077
	To RECEIVE an update on the Future Nature (BBOWT) Biodiversity Report which has now been received and an update on the recent/upcoming meetings with the landscape architects and Mend the Gap on next stages of the project

	

	
	· NG provided an update on progress with MTG and BBOWT. 
· The BBOWT baseline report has now been received and at approximately 80 pages is extensive in detail which will take time to work through and develop into targeted actions.
· At a first reading, some of the key recommendations include:
· To cease mowing of the centre section of the meadows in June (for the fete) as this is the main seed laying period. Alternative parking arrangements for the fete would need to be made and it needs to be established whether or not this is feasible.
· Boardwalks are acceptable in terms of biodiversity but need to be routed to the north to avoid breaking up wildlife corridors in the wilder areas.
· Seed banking to be considered from neighbouring areas.
· Veteranisation of trees to be considered (liabilities need to be considered).
· Wetland scrapes to be created and fenced off securely.
· Some planting of willows at river bank would be acceptable but also some areas of bank to remain naturalised as habitats, other areas cleared for views.
· Narrowing the wide mown strip adjacent to the Thames Path to increase the wild areas.
· There is an opportunity to increase the overall biodiversity as follows:

	Baseline	Post Intervention	Change	%
Habitat Units: 	32.27	41.80	9.53	29.53%
Hedgerow Units: 	0.68	0.68	0.00	0.0%
Watercourse Units: 	1.45	3.08	1.63	112.06%

· Next steps will be to meet again with MTG to look at future funding now that the initial recommendations are with us.
· PROW at WBC to be contacted regarding pedestrian and vehicle access elements of the draft and especially the boardwalks.
· Public consultation to be undertaken at Pangbourne Fete on 14 June.

	

	2078
	To CONSIDER the recent announcement by West Berkshire Council regarding their potential merger with Vale of the White Horse and South Oxfordshire Councils to form a new Ridgeway Authority in line with government directions and agree any actions (if necessary) at this stage.

	

	
	On 21 March 2025 West Berkshire Council made the following announcement:

· “An initial proposal has been submitted on behalf of West Berkshire Council, South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of White Horse District Council for the creation of a new unitary council that would see the three areas combined. At their Executive and Cabinet meetings last week, members from all three councils agreed to support the submission of the interim proposal. The proposal is being developed under the title 'Ridgeway Council' - named after the famous 5,000-year-old trail that travels through the heart of the three council areas.
· The move is in response to a government invitation following its announcement in December 2024 to end two-tier authorities like those in Oxfordshire. As part of the shake-up of local councils, the government has also indicated all unitary authorities will need to serve around 500,000 residents or more, which will require West Berkshire Council - which covers around 170,000 people - to merge with neighbouring councils.
· The government has set a deadline for final submissions for unitary council proposals no later than 28 November 2025. In the meantime, the councils will continue to develop the proposals along with a programme of communication and engagement to ensure local voices and community needs are reflected in the proposal.
· Ridgeway Council forms one half of a two-unitary council proposal for Oxfordshire, with the other half made up from the district council areas of West Oxfordshire, Oxford City and Cherwell. West Oxfordshire District Council and Cherwell District Council have confirmed they will be developing the North Oxfordshire Council half of the proposal, strongly complementing the Ridgeway Council work being carried out by West Berkshire, South Oxfordshire and the Vale, coming together to create a proposal for two unitaries covering what is currently Oxfordshire and West Berkshire.
· With strong demographic and economic similarities and significant historic ties between West Berkshire, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse the three councils began discussions to explore the possibility of coming together as one single council. All three councils have now produced a detailed interim proposal document, which is available on their new website dedicated to keeping the public informed about the proposal at ridgewaycouncil.org.uk. The proposal is being developed under the title 'Ridgeway Council' - named after the famous 5,000-year-old trail that travels through the heart of the three council areas.”
· Speaking about the proposals Councillor Jeff Brooks, Leader of West Berkshire Council, said:
"This initial proposal is the result of some very positive and productive discussions, and I am delighted it has been submitted to the Government for their consideration. There is more work to do on the proposal and, importantly, that includes engaging with and listening to our residents and partners. It is an exciting proposal and one which I believe will serve our communities very well for future generations."
· Councillor David Rouane, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said:
"We've been working hard on our interim proposal for a new "Ridgeway Council" to provide a financially sustainable future for local government in our area in a way that reflects the shared needs and ambitions of all three existing councils. We're very pleased to submit this interim proposal to the government and look forward to engaging with our communities in the coming months to hear their views before we submit our final proposal.
· Councillor Bethia Thomas, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, said:
"It makes good sense to base this proposal on the entire geographies of existing councils that provide high-quality, cost-effective and efficient services. Combining our strengths would create a modern and robust local authority that puts people first and ensures our communities are served by a council that is focused on the needs of our areas, which are very similar in nature. It will be financially robust and able to ensure that the needs of all residents are met, including those with complex needs."
· The government has set a deadline for final submissions for unitary council proposals no later than 28 November 2025. In the meantime, the councils will continue to develop the proposals along with a programme of communication and engagement to ensure local voices and community needs are reflected in the proposal and will also continue working positively and collaboratively with the other authorities in Oxfordshire. 
· If the final proposal is accepted the government's indicative timeline sets out that the new council could go live in 2028.
· Oxfordshire County Council's submission to the government this week also included an initial proposal for a single unitary council for Oxfordshire, and a third option from Oxford City Council proposing the area is divided up into three small unitary councils based around an expansion of the city's borders that hasn't yet been defined.”

Councillors noted that this formal proposal had been submitted by West Berkshire Council, and that any proposal will not be finalised for some time (and would be due for implementation by 2028). It was noted that counter proposals had been submitted by other local authorities in Oxfordshire which may affect this one. It was further noted that this would arguably be the largest reorganisation of local government since the 1972 restructure and could have a huge impact for the residents of Pangbourne.

Councillors also noted that the MPs for Reading and also Reading West and Mid Berkshire had suggested that a “Greater Reading” authority should be considered which may extend out to include Pangbourne.

Councillors considered whether any formal representation on behalf of Pangbourne should be made at this stage and concluded that this would not be appropriate at this time as the correct process should be for a public consultation to establish residents’ views to determine exactly what that representation should look like.

It was agreed to monitor developments over the coming months and to progress any actions as become necessary.

	

	2079
	Planning:
i. To receive the list of planning applications since the last meeting
	
Comment

	
	None
	

	
	ii. To discuss and agree responses not already RESOLVED by Planning Committee plus any other urgent applications received before the meeting:
	

	
	25/00454/HOUSE	Magnolia House, Pangbourne Hill, Pangbourne, RG8 7AS
Cllr IW left the meeting for the discussion of this item and Vice Chair, JH, acted as Chairman for the duration of this item. IW then rejoined the meeting and resumed as Chairman
	No Objection

	
	25/00480/HOUSE	17 Thames Avenue, Pangbourne, RG8 7BY
	Comment

	
	25/00557/HOUSE	Maidenhatch Lodge, Maidenhatch, Pangbourne, RG8 8HH
	No Objections

	
	25/00576/ADV	6 - 7 The Square, Pangbourne, RG8 7AG
	No objection -comments

	
	25/00639/HOUSE	Summer Place, Newtown, Upper Basildon, RG8 8JG
	No Objection

	
	25/00714/HOUSE	Trijonet, Bere Court Road, Pangbourne, RG8 8JT

	No Objection


	2080
	Finance:
i. To RESOLVE to APPROVE accounts reconciliation as at 31 March 2025
ii. To RESOLVE to APPROVE the payment schedule as appended for April 2025
iii. To NOTE the Interim Audit Report received following the recent audit visit 
iv. To NOTE the receipt of £20,514.91 in grant funds from WBC towards two new bus shelters 
v. To NOTE the receipt of VAT reclaims of £18,736.65 and £2,361.27
	

	
	i. The accounts reconciliation for 31 March 2025 as appended to these minutes was circulated outside of the meeting and approved. 
ii. The payments due in April 2025 totalling £21,406.44 as appended to these minutes were approved.
iii. It was noted that the interim/internal audit report has been received
iv. It was noted that the Council is now in receipt of the funds for the 2 x bus shelters
v. It was noted that payments have been received for the two submitted VAT reclaims of £18,736.65 and £2,361.27

	

	
	Policies and Procedures
To consider to RESOLVE to approve the policies previously circulated and taken as read.

	

	2081
	RISK ASSESMENT as above

	


Section 3: Updates and Progress Reports
	
	
	Action

	2082
	Reports from committees, working parties and individual councillors

	

	
	VILLAGE HALL
· Update on container repairs/replacement
· Update on clock project
· REPF funding received

	

	
	GROUNDS
· Pavilion works update
· Allotment fence repairs and tree works
· Update on meeting with local retailer
· Final update on path installation at Pangbourne Recreation Ground
· Lighting works 

	

	2083
	To receive a brief report from the Chairman
· Update on recent meeting with Pangbourne College

	

	2084
	Clerk’s Report

· Update on PSPO proposal – public consultation due to close 30 April
· Chiltern Walk clearance work update – now complete bar fencing
· Tidmarsh Road – speeding
· APT correspondence
· Pangbourne Water Treatment Works – upcoming
· Opening of new retirement home – Cedar Lodge, Whitchurch On Thames
· Wharf Path – correspondence 
· Update on ADC sponsorship
· Trees on Tidmarsh Road – Kay Lacey speaking with Thames Water and Sulham Estates 

	

	2085
	To receive a report from the District Councillor
· The District Councillor was not in attendance and did not send a report

	

	2086
	To answer questions from councillors, request items for next meeting or receive items for information only

	

	
	· None
	

	2087
	Correspondence:

None not already previously circulated or discussed.

	


Section 4: Confidential Session
	
	Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is RESOLVED that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and the press leave the meeting during consideration of the items detailed below.

	

	2088
	· Staffing Matter – recruitment
· Update on ALC 

	


Section 5: Closure

	2089
	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55pm.
The next scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 May 2025 at 7.30pm.
	







_________________________ Chairman	___________________ Date



PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE REVIEWED AT OR BEFORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 
8 April 2025

	APPLICATION NUMBER
	PROPOSAL
	Recommendation

	25/00454/HOUSE
	Side extension to existing garage building, with new dormer windows to existing ancillary multi-use room above.
Magnolia House, Pangbourne Hill, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 7AS
	No Objection

	25/00480/HOUSE
	Demolition of existing rear conservatory and construction of single storey, wrap around extension
17 Thames Avenue, Pangbourne, Reading, RG8 7BY
	Comment

	25/00557/HOUSE
(adjacent parish)
	Single storey side/rear extension
Maidenhatch Lodge, Maidenhatch, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8HH
	No Objection

	25/00576/ADV
	Digital display screen positioned inside the store advertising deals, Produce ect.
6 - 7 The Square, Pangbourne, Reading, RG8 7AG
	No Objection

	25/00639/HOUSE
	Detached garage. 5.50 x 4.00 overall
Summer Place Newtown Upper Basildon Reading RG8 8JG
	No Objection

	25/00714/HOUSE
	Modifications to the internal layout, replacement of select external doors and windows, and the installation of solar panels on the roof
Trijonet, Bere Court Road, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8JT
	No Objection



PLANNING APPLICATIONS REVIEWED SINCE COUNCIL MEETING ON 11 March 2025

	APPLICATION NUMBER
	PROPOSAL
	Recommendation

	
	
	



WBC DECISIONS SINCE 11 March 2025

	APPLICATION NUMBER
	PROPOSAL
	WBC Decision

	24/01450/MDOPO2
	Request to discharge Section 52 Agreement dated 20th October 1986 relating to planning reference 125352 (85/25352/ADD)
12 Reading Road Pangbourne Reading RG8 7LY
	Closed
Letter of comfort issued

	25/00123/HOUSE
	Detached ancillary leisure building with associated landscaping
Oakingham House, Bere Court Road, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8JU
	Refusal

	25/00208/HOUSE
	Installation of free standing greenhouse.
Hill Rising, Green Lane, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8LD
	Approval

	24/02296/MDOPO2
	Request under section 106A subsection (1)(a) to modify the planning obligations within the section 106 unilateral undertaking dated 30th March 2023 in relation to planning permission 21/02767/FULMAJ. Proposed modification: Schedules 3 and 4 to be omitted and a financial contribution towards affordable housing to be secured.
Dental Care, Clifton House, 17 Reading Road, Pangbourne Reading RG8 7LU
	Approval

	25/00294/FUL
	Retrospective construction of an access track to be used for agricultural use.
Land North Of Pangbourne Road, Bowden Green, Pangbourne, Reading
	Refusal
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